CRUCIAL POINTS OF THE TRUTH IN ROMANS

Morning Message Two

The Righteousness of God Revealed in the Gospel

Scripture Reading: Rom. 1:16-17; Heb. 11:6

I. The key word concerning the gospel of God in the book of Romans is in
1:17—“The righteous shall have life and live by faith.”

A. The salvation of God in the Gospel of John is of God’s love as its source (3:16)
and in Ephesians is by God’s grace as its element (2:5, 8), but in Romans it is
by God’s righteousness as its base (1:17).

B. God’s righteousness is the way of His acts—Psa. 103:6-7:
1. Itis related to God’s laws, regulations, and principles; hence, it is a judicial

2.

o

matter.

It indicates that the gospel of God is judicial according to the way of God’s
righteousness.

It fulfills the requirements for God to execute His salvation.

Hence, it is the key of the gospel of God being powerful (dynamic)—Rom.
1:16-17.

Thus, it is revealed in the gospel of God as its foundation, solid and
steadfast as the foundation of God’s throne—v. 17; Psa. 89:14.

Romans 3:24 says that God’s justification is also by His grace freely:

a. God’s justification by His righteousness in the judicial way is the

procedure to fulfill God’s righteous requirement that God could justify
the sinners righteously.

. God’s justification by His grace freely is the means for God to fulfill His

purpose that He may give His life to His chosen people to make them
like Him in His life and nature—ecf. 5:10, 17-18, 21.

C. The lawkeepers attempt to keep the law for the building up of their own
righteousness (Rom. 9:31; 10:3), but “out of the works of the law no flesh shall
be justified before Him [God]"—3:20.

D. Christ is the end of the law by fulfilling all the requirements of God’s
righteousness, holiness, and glory, and is made judicially the righteousness
from God to the believers—Rom. 10:4; 1 Cor. 1:30; Phil. 3:9:

1. There are two aspects of Christ’s being righteousness from God to the

believers:
a. The first aspect—to be the believers’ righteousness for them to be

justified before God objectively at the time of their repenting unto God
and believing into Christ—Rom. 3:24-26; Acts 13:39; Gal. 3:24b, 27.

. The second aspect—to be the believers’ righteousness lived out of them

as the manifestation of God, who is the righteousness in Christ given to
the believers for them to be justified by God subjectively—Rom. 4:25;
1 Pet. 2:24a; James 2:24; Matt. 5:20; Rev. 19:8.

2. These two aspects are typified by the best robe and the fattened calf in

Luke 15:22-23:



a. The best robe typifies Christ as God’s righteousness given to the
believers to cover them outwardly before God as their objective
righteousness.

b. The fattened calf typifies Christ as God’s righteousness given to the
believers as their life supply for them to live out God in Christ as their
subjective righteousness.

3. These two aspects are also typified by the two garments of the queen in

Psalm 45:13-14:

a. One corresponds with the objective righteousness, which is for our
justification.

b. The other corresponds with the subjective righteousnesses, which are
for our victory; this garment is equivalent to the wedding garment in
Matthew 22:11-12.

II. Christ becomes our objective and subjective righteousness by faith—
Rom. 1:17; Gen. 15:6:

A. Without faith it is impossible to please God, to make God happy—Heb. 11:6a.
B. Faith is to believe that God is—v. 6b:
1. To believe that God is, is to believe that He is everything to us and that we
are nothing—dJohn 8:58; Eccl. 1:2.
2. To believe that God is implies that we are not; He must be the only One,
the unique One, in everything, and we must be nothing in everything—
Heb. 11:5-6.
3. To believe that God is, is to deny our self; in the whole universe He is, and
all of us are nothing—Luke 9:23.
C. The way to receive such a faith is to contact its source, the Lord, the processed
and consummated God, by calling on Him, praying to Him, and pray-reading
His word—Heb. 4:16; Rom. 10:12, 17; 2 Tim. 2:22; Eph. 6:17-18.
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