
THE CRUCIAL POINTS OF THE MAJOR ITEMS
OF THE LORD’S RECOVERY TODAY

(Thursday—Second Morning Session)

Message Two

The Triune God

Scripture Reading: Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14; Rev. 1:4-5;
Eph. 4:6; Col. 1:27; John 14:20, 17

I. We must be governed by the revelation that God is uniquely one—Psa.
86:10; Isa. 45:5; 1 Cor. 8:4.

II. The unique God is triune, three-one—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—
Matt. 28:19.

III. The Triune God refers mainly to God Himself; the Divine Trinity refers
mainly to God’s being triune, which is the primary attribute of the God-
head—v. 19; 2 Cor. 13:14; Rev. 1:4-5.

IV. The three of the Divine Trinity are eternally coexistent:

A. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit are all God—1 Pet. 1:2; Eph. 1:17; Heb. 1:8;
John 1:1; Rom. 9:5; Acts 5:3-4.

B. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit are all eternal—Isa. 9:6; Heb. 1:12; 7:3; 9:14.
C. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit coexist simultaneously from eternity to eter-

nity—John 14:16-17; Eph. 3:14-17; 2 Cor. 13:14.

V. The three of the Divine Trinity are eternally coinherent:

A. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit mutually indwell one another—John
14:10-11, 26; 15:26.

B. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit coexist in Their coinherence and are thus
distinct but not separate—5:19, 43; 8:29; 16:32; Luke 1:35; Matt. 1:18, 20; Luke
4:1, 18a; Matt. 12:28:
1. Among the three of the Divine Trinity, there is distinction but no separa-

tion.
2. In their coexistence the three of the Godhead are distinct, but their co-

inherence makes them one; the Father, the Son, and the Spirit coexist in
Their coinherence.

VI. The essential Trinity refers to the essence of the Triune God for His exis-
tence—28:19:

A. In His essence God is one, the one unique God—Isa. 45:18; 1 Cor. 8:6.
B. In the essential Trinity the Father, the Son, and the Spirit coexist and coinhere

at the same time and in the same way with no succession.
C. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit are essentially one:

1. A Son is given to us, yet His name is called Eternal Father—Isa. 9:6.
2. The Son as the last Adam became the life-giving Spirit—1 Cor. 15:45.
3. The Lord is the Spirit and the Lord Spirit—2 Cor. 3:17-18.
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VII. The economical Trinity refers to the plan of the Triune God for His move—
Rev. 1:4-5:

A. In the economical Trinity the Father, the Son, and the Spirit work in three suc-
cessive steps, or stages, in the process of God’s economy.

B. The Father planned, the Son accomplished, and the Spirit applies what the Son
accomplished according to the Father’s plan—Eph. 1:4-5, 7, 13.

C. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit are economically three, yet They are still
one in harmony in the economical Trinity—John 10:30; 17:21, 23; Matt. 3:16-17;
Eph. 1:4, 6-7, 13.

D. While the divine economy is being carried out by the economical Trinity, the
eternal coexistence and coinherence of the three in the Godhead remain intact
and are not jeopardized.

VIII. All three of the Divine Trinity dwell in us, the believers in Christ:

A. The Father is in us (4:6), the Son is in us (John 14:20; Col. 1:27; 2 Cor. 13:5),
and the Spirit is in us (John 14:17).

B. Although the Father, the Son, and the Spirit are all in us, in our experience we
sense that there is just One in us; this One who dwells in us is the Triune God.

IX. According to the divine revelation in the Bible, the Divine Trinity is for
God’s dispensing, that is, for the distribution of the Triune God into His
chosen people—2 Cor. 13:14:

A. The accomplishment of the divine economy is by the dispensing of the Divine
Trinity—Eph. 1:3-23; 3:14-21:
1. The divine economy is God’s plan and arrangement out of His desire and

purpose—1:5, 9-11.
2. The divine dispensing is God’s dispensing and distributing according to this

plan and arrangement—3:14-17a.
3. Everything that is mentioned in the New Testament concerning God is

related to the divine dispensing for the divine economy—Rom. 8:3, 11.
B. God’s desire with His strong intention is to dispense Himself into His chosen

people as their life, their life supply, and their everything.
C. In the divine dispensing of the Divine Trinity, the Father is the fountain, the

Son is the spring, and the Spirit is the f low:
1. A fountain is the origin, the source, of the stream or river; a spring is

the emergence, the expression, of the fountain; and the stream or river is the
f low.

2. The Father as the origin is the fountain; the Son as the expression is the
spring; and the Spirit as the transmission is the f low, the reaching, the appli-
cation, of the Triune God for the distribution of Himself into His chosen
people—Jer. 2:13; John 4:14; 7:37-39; Rev. 22:1:
a. In Jeremiah 2:13 God refers to Himself as the fountain of living waters;

in John 4:14 Christ is the spring of water gushing up in the believers
into eternal life; and in Revelation 22:1 the Spirit is the f low, the river of
water of life.
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b. The Father is the fountain, the source, and the Son is the spring as the
course to express the source; this course, this spring, issues in a f low,
which is the Spirit as the reaching, the application, of the Triune God.

D. Second Corinthians 13:14 is strong proof that the Divine Trinity is not for the
doctrinal understanding of systematic theology but for the dispensing, the dis-
tributing, of the Triune God into His chosen people.

X. We know the Triune God by experiencing and enjoying Him—1 John 1:5;
2:27; 4:16; 5:11-12:

A. Through God the Son, who is the Accomplisher, the means, and in God the
Spirit, who is the Executor, the application, we have access unto God the Father,
who is the Originator, the source of our enjoyment—Eph. 2:18:
1. Positionally, we were reconciled to God; experientially, we have access unto

the Father.
2. To be reconciled to God is to be saved; to have access unto the Father is to

enjoy God, who, as the source of life, has regenerated us to be His sons.
B. The Triune God is not merely the object of our faith; He is dwelling in us as our

life and life supply for our experience and enjoyment—1 John 4:13-15.
C. We need to know the Triune God experientially through the inner enjoyment of

the subjective God—2:27; 4:4.
D. The experience and enjoyment of the Triune God have a focal point: God be-

coming man, the God-man, and this God-man accomplishing redemption and
in resurrection becoming the life-giving Spirit—vv. 9-10, 13-14; 1 Cor. 15:45b.

E. The anointing is the moving of the Triune God experienced and enjoyed by us;
the teaching of the anointing is actually the Triune God teaching us concerning
Himself—1 John 2:20, 27.

F. If we would know the Triune God, we must be in the line of life and in the process
of the growth in life; the more we grow in life, the more we will be concerned
with the Divine Trinity—vv. 13-18.

Excerpts from the Ministry:

THE TRIUNE GOD

The Divine Trinity—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—
in the Distribution of God into His Chosen People

According to the entire revelation of the sixty-six books of the Bible, the Divine Trin-
ity—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—is for God’s dispensing, that is, for the distribution
of God into His chosen people. God’s desire with His strong intention is to dispense Himself
into His chosen people as their life, as their life supply, and as their everything. To carry out
this dispensing He needs to be triune.

The Father as the origin is the fountain; the Son as the expression is the spring; and the
Spirit as the transmission is the f low. The Spirit as the f low is the reaching, the application,
of the Triune God for the distribution of Himself into His chosen people. A fountain is the
origin, the source, of a stream or river; a spring is the emergence, the expression, of the foun-
tain; and the stream or river is the f low. In Jeremiah 2:13 God refers to Himself as the fountain
of living waters; in John 4:14 Christ is the spring of water that gushes up in the believers into
eternal life; and in Revelation 22:1 the Spirit is the f low, the river of water of life. The Father
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is the fountain, the source, and the Son is the spring as the course to express the source.
This course, this spring, issues in a f low, which is the Spirit as the reaching, the application,
of the Triune God. This shows that God is triune to dispense, or distribute, Himself into His
chosen people.

Second Corinthians 13:14 says, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” Here three things are mentioned:
grace, love, and fellowship. This sets forth the reason why God is triune; it is thus that He
can dispense Himself into us, work Himself into us for us to enjoy, and be our all. The love of
God, that is, the love of the Father, is the source. The grace of Christ, that is, the grace of the
Son, is the f lowing out of the love of the Father. And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit is the
f lowing into us of the grace of the Son with the love of the Father for us to enjoy. This is for
our experience and enjoyment of the Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. The
love of the Father, the grace of the Son, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit are not three dif-
ferent things but three stages of one thing for us to possess and enjoy. Likewise, the Father,
the Son, and the Spirit are not three separate Gods but three stages of one God for us to
possess and enjoy. Second Corinthians 13:14 is strong proof that the Divine Trinity is not for
the doctrinal understanding of systematic theology but for the dispensing, the distributing,
of God Himself into His chosen people.

The Eternal Coexistence of the Divine Trinity

We must be clear that the Father, the Son, and the Spirit coexist simultaneously from
eternity to eternity. Undoubtedly, the Father is God (1 Pet. 1:2; Eph. 1:17), the Son is God
(Heb. 1:8; John 1:1; Rom. 9:5), and the Spirit is God (Acts 5:3-4). They are not three Gods, but
one. The Scriptures tell us clearly and def initely that God is only one (1 Cor. 8:4; Isa. 45:5;
Psa. 86:10), yet He is also three—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. He is the Triune God.

The Father is eternal (Isa. 9:6), the Son is eternal (Heb. 1:12; 7:3), the Spirit is eternal
(Heb. 9:14), and They coexist simultaneously. John 14:16-17 says, “And I will ask the Father,
and He will give you another Comforter, that He may be with you forever, even the Spirit of
reality.” In these two verses the Son says that He will pray to the Father that the Father may
send the Spirit. Hence, the Father, the Son, and the Spirit exist together at the same time.
In Ephesians 3:14-17 Paul prays that the Father would grant us to be strengthened with
power through His Spirit into our inner man, that Christ may make His home in our hearts.
In this passage we have the Father, the Spirit, and Christ the Son, showing again that all
three exist together at the same time. We have already mentioned 2 Corinthians 13:14,
which speaks of the grace of Christ the Son, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit, showing the coexistence of the three of the Divine Trinity.

The Eternal Coinherence of the Divine Trinity

The relationship among the Father, the Son, and the Spirit is not only that They simul-
taneously coexist but also that They mutually indwell one another. The Father exists in
the Son and the Spirit; the Son exists in the Father and the Spirit; and the Spirit exists in the
Father and the Son. This mutual indwelling among the three of the Godhead is called co-
inherence. In John 14:10-11 the Lord Jesus said, “Do you not believe that I am in the Father
and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak from Myself, but the
Father who abides in Me does His works. Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father
is in Me; but if not, believe because of the works themselves.” Here we have not only the
coexistence of the Father and the Son but also Their coinherence. The three of the Godhead—
the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—are both coexistent and coinherent.
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The Essential Trinity

The essential Trinity refers to the essence of the Triune God for His existence. In His
essence, God is one, the one unique God (Isa. 45:18b; 1 Cor. 8:6a). In the essential Trinity, the
Father, the Son, and the Spirit coexist and coinhere at the same time and in the same way
with no succession. There is no f irst, second, or third.

The Economical Trinity

Essentially God is one, but economically He is three—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit
(Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14). In God’s plan, God’s administrative arrangement, God’s economy,
the Father takes the f irst step, the Son takes the second step, and the Spirit takes the third
step. The Father purposed (Eph. 1:4-6), the Son accomplished (vv. 7-12), and the Spirit applies
what the Son accomplished according to the Father’s purpose (vv. 13-14). This is a successive
procedure or a succession in God’s economy to carry out His eternal purpose. Whereas the
essential Trinity refers to the essence of the Triune God for His existence, the economical
Trinity refers to His plan for His move. There is the need of the existence of the Divine Trin-
ity, and there is also the need of the plan of the Divine Trinity.

The Father accomplished the f irst step of His plan, His economy, by working to choose
and predestinate us, but He did this in Christ the Son (Eph. 1:4-5) and with the Spirit. After
this plan was made, the Son came to accomplish this plan, but He did this with the Father
(John 8:29; 16:32) and by the Spirit (Luke 1:35; Matt. 1:18, 20; 12:28). Now that the Son has
accomplished all that the Father has planned, the Spirit comes in the third step to apply all
that He accomplished, but He does this as the Son and with the Father (John 14:26; 15:26;
1 Cor. 15:45b; 2 Cor. 3:17). In this way, while the divine economy of the Divine Trinity is being
carried out, the divine existence of the Divine Trinity, His eternal coexistence and coinherence,
remain intact and are not jeopardized.

The Three of the Divine Trinity Being Distinct
but Not Separate

Among the three of the Divine Trinity, there is distinction but no separation. The Father
is distinct from the Son, the Son is distinct from the Spirit, and the Spirit is distinct from
the Son and the Father. But we cannot say that They are separate, because They coinhere;
that is, They live within one another. In Their coexistence the three of the Godhead are dis-
tinct, but Their coinherence makes them one. They coexist in Their coinherence, so They are
distinct but not separate.

The Son never did anything apart from the Father (John 5:19). He came in the Father’s
name (v. 43) and with the Father (8:29; 16:32). He is in the Father, and the Father is in Him
(14:10-11). Furthermore, He was begotten of the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35; Matt. 1:18, 20) and
did everything by the Spirit (Luke 4:1, 18a; Matt. 12:28).

The Holy Scriptures also reveal that the Son is the Father. Isaiah 9:6 says, “A child is
born to us, / A son is given to us / …And His name will be called / …Mighty God, / Eternal
Father.” The Lord Jesus as the child born in Bethlehem is the Mighty God, and the Lord
Jesus who is the Son is also the Eternal Father.

John 14:7-11 says, “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and
henceforth you know Him and have seen Him. Philip said to Him, Lord, show us the Father
and it is suff icient for us. Jesus said to him, Have I been so long a time with you, and you
have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how is it that you say,
Show us the Father? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me?
The words that I say to you I do not speak from Myself, but the Father who abides in Me
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does His works. Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; but if not,
believe because of the works themselves.” In these verses the Lord clearly reveals to us the
mystery that He and the Father are one (10:30). He is in the Father, and the Father is in
Him; when He speaks, it is the Father who works; when men see Him, they see the Father;
when they know Him, they know the Father, because He is the Father.

The Scriptures also reveal that the Son (the last Adam) became a life-giving Spirit.
First Corinthians 15:45b says, “The last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.” The last Adam,
of course, is the incarnated Lord Jesus, and the life-giving Spirit, of course, is the Holy
Spirit. There can never be another life-giving Spirit besides the Holy Spirit. The Lord was
made f lesh and became the last Adam, and later, after death and resurrection, He became
the life-giving Spirit.

The words spoken by the Lord in John 14:16-20 conf irm this point. Here the Lord tells
us that He will pass through death and resurrection to become another Comforter, that is, the
Spirit of reality, who will come to abide with us and dwell in us. In verse 17 the Lord said
concerning the Spirit of reality: “He abides with you and shall be in you.” Then in verse 18
He says, “I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you.” The very “He” who is the
Spirit of reality in verse 17 becomes the very “I” who is the Lord Himself in verse 18. The
Lord said in effect, “When He comes, I come. He is I; I am He.” The Holy Spirit is the Lord
Jesus, and the Lord Jesus is the Holy Spirit. Also, in verse 17 the Lord said, “The Spirit of
reality…shall be in you,” and then in verse 20 He says, “I in you.” This also proves that the
Holy Spirit who is in us is the Lord who died and rose and now lives in us.

Second Corinthians 3:17 says, “The Lord is the Spirit.” The Lord spoken of here, of course,
is the Lord Jesus, and the Spirit, of course, is the Holy Spirit. This verse tells us clearly and
def initely that our Lord Jesus is the Holy Spirit. He is the Father and He is the Spirit, the
very God and the Lord. This clearly shows that the Father, the Son, and the Spirit are one
God, not three; They are distinct but not separate.

The Triune God in Us for Our Experience and Enjoyment

We need to see that the God who is dispensing Himself into us is triune. According to
the New Testament, the Father, the Son, and the Spirit are all in us (Eph. 4:6; Col. 1:27;
John 14:17). Although the Father, the Son, and the Spirit are all in us, in our experience
we sense that there is just One in us. This One who dwells in us is the Triune God.

The Lord charged us to baptize the nations “into the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19). There is one name for the Divine Trinity. The name is
the sum total of the Divine Being, equivalent to His person. To baptize people into the name
of the Triune God is to immerse them into all that the Triune God is. Once we believe into
Christ and are baptized into the person of the Divine Trinity, we should daily enjoy the
Triune God by participating in the love of God the Father, in the grace of Christ the Son,
and in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 13:14). Eventually, we will enjoy the Divine
Trinity in His divine dispensing to the fullest in eternity. Revelation 22:1 says that the river
of water of life proceeds out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. This depicts how the
Triune God—God, the Lamb, and the Spirit (symbolized by the water of life)—dispenses Him-
self into His redeemed people under His headship (implied in the authority of the throne)
for eternity.

No human being can explain the Divine Trinity adequately. We should simply accept
and say Amen to whatever is recorded in the pure Word of God. We can only present the
divine facts from the New Testament concerning this great truth so that we may be
impressed that the Triune God is dispensing Himself into our being. Instead of exercising
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our mentality too much to try to f igure out the Triune God, we should exercise our spirit to
experience and enjoy the marvelous dispensing of the Triune God as the Father, the Son,
and the Spirit within us. (The Crucial Points of the Major Items of the Lord’s Recovery
Today, pp. 7-13)

THE TRIUNE GOD AND THE DIVINE TRINITY

Now we need to go on to see the difference between the Triune God and the Divine Trin-
ity. The Triune God refers mainly to God Himself, and the Divine Trinity refers mainly to
God’s being triune, which is the main attribute of the Godhead. It is more correct to refer
the divine dispensing to the Divine Trinity rather than to the Triune God. The Triune God
refers to God the person, whereas the Divine Trinity refers to the main attribute of the God-
head. For example, saying that someone is a faithful person is different from saying that he
is faithfulness. A faithful person refers to the man. His faithfulness refers to his being faith-
ful, his virtue. In a general way God is dispensing Himself into us, but in a particular,
actual, and practical way God is dispensing His Trinity into us.

The New Testament reveals that the Father is in us, the Son is in us, the Spirit is in us,
and God is in us. Ephesians 4:6 shows us that the Father is in us: “One God and Father of
all, who is over all and through all and in all.” John 14:23 also shows us that the Father is in
the believer: “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and
We will come to him and make an abode with him.” Second Corinthians 13:5 is one verse
which reveals that the Son is in us. Romans 8:9 shows us that the Spirit dwells in us. The
strongest verse showing us that God is in us is Philippians 2:13: “For it is God who operates
in you both the willing and the working for His good pleasure.” We should never forget Phi-
lippians 2:13. God is not only in us, but He is also operating, or working, in us. God is in us
as the Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. The Triune God being in us, how-
ever, may be merely terminology to us. We may not have the practical experience of the trin-
ity of the Godhead. We are not only experiencing God but also experiencing the trinity of
the Godhead. The Father is in us, the Son is in us, and the Spirit is in us. These are not
three persons, but these are the trinity of the one God. In other words, this trinity is the
strongest attribute of the Godhead. His faithfulness, His love, His kindness, and other
attributes are not above this attribute. The top attribute of the divine person is His trinity.
His trinity is constituted solely with His person, and His person is in the Trinity—the Father,
the Son, and the Spirit.

This is why the ancient theologians used a word to describe the very substance of the
Trinity—hypostasis. This word comes from Greek—hupo, meaning “under,” and stasis, mean-
ing “something substantial supporting from beneath.” Hypostasis is singular, and hypostases
is plural. This anglicized Greek word means “the supporting or substantial essence from
beneath” and refers to the constitution of the Triune Godhead being the Father, the Son,
and the Spirit. In theology the denotation of the word hypostases was gradually changed to
persons. This is why one of the meanings for hypostasis in Webster’s dictionary is “person.”
This is a theological def inition. We must see, however, that the Divine Trinity is the consti-
tution of the Triune God. The divine dispensing of the Divine Trinity means to dispense the
constitution of our Triune God into our being to make His constitution ours. (Elders’ Train-
ing, Book 3: The Way to Carry Out the Vision, pp. 70-71)
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