Outline of
the Messages for the Full-time Training
in the Fall Term of 2019

GENERAL SUBJECT:
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
Message Eight

Knowing Christ in His Resurrection
as the Son of God Designated in Power with His Human Nature
and as the Firstborn Son of God Born in Resurrection

Scripture Reading: Rom. 1:3-4; 8:3, 29; Acts 13:33; John 16:19-22; Eph. 2:15

I. In His resurrection Christ was “designated the Son of God in power according to
the Spirit of holiness out of the resurrection of the dead”—Rom. 1:4:

A.

B.

Before His incarnation and resurrection, Christ was the Son of God, the only begotten

Son—dJohn 1:18; 3:16.

Although Christ already was the Son of God before the incarnation, He still needed to be

designated the Son of God out of resurrection because by incarnation He had put on the

human nature, which had nothing to do with divinity—1:1, 14; Rom. 8:3:

1. After He became incarnate, His divine nature was concealed by the flesh.

2. Christ was already the Son of God in His divinity, but the part of Him that was
Jesus with the human nature, born of Mary, was not the Son of God—Luke 1:31-32, 35.

3. By His resurrection Christ sanctified and uplifted His human nature, His humanity,
and He was designated out of resurrection as the Son of God with this human nature;
in this sense He was begotten the Son of God in His resurrection—Rom. 1:3-4; Acts
13:33; Heb. 1:5.

4. This designation of the Son of God was “in power,” the power of Christ’s resurrec-
tion, the reality of which is the Spirit—Rom. 1:4; Phil. 3:10; Eph. 1:19-20.

Through designation in resurrection the Christ who was already the Son of God before

His incarnation became the Son of God in a new way—Rom. 1:4:

1. Before His incarnation He was the Son of God only with divinity; through His resur-
rection He was designated the Son of God with both divinity and humanity—v. 4.

2. If Christ had not put on human nature, there would have been no need for Him to be
designated the Son of God, for in His divinity He was already the Son of God, even
from eternity—dJohn 1:18; 17:5.

3. Having put on humanity through incarnation, He was designated the Son of God
with humanity in resurrection—1:14; Rom. 8:3; 1:3-4; Heb. 2:14:

a. As the designated Son of God, Christ has two natures, divinity and humanity; the
humanity that He now has is not a natural humanity but a humanity uplifted in
resurrection—Rom. 1:4.

b. Even Christ’s human nature has been designated the Son of God, for He has been
designated the Son of God with both divinity and humanity.

The designation of Christ as the Son of God with humanity was “according to the Spirit

of holiness”—v. 4:

1. The Spirit of holiness is the life essence within the Lord Jesus; when He lived on
earth in the flesh, He had this essence within Him—Matt. 1:18, 20; Luke 1:35.



2. When the Lord Jesus was resurrected from among the dead, He was designated the
Son of God in power by resurrection according to the Spirit of holiness that was in
Him—Rom. 1:4.

3. Now He is the Son of God in a way that is more wonderful than before, for now He
has both the divine nature and the resurrected, transformed, uplifted, glorified, and
designated human nature—6:4; Luke 24:26; John 17:5; Acts 3:13.

II. Christ’s resurrection was His birth as the firstborn Son of God—13:33; Rom. 8:29;
Heb. 1:5:

A.

Resurrection was a birth to the man Jesus—Acts 13:33:

1. He was begotten by God in His resurrection to be the firstborn Son of God among many
brothers—Rom. 8:29.

2. He was the only begotten Son from eternity; after His incarnation, through resurrec-
tion He was begotten by God in His humanity to be God’s firstborn Son—dJohn 1:18;
3:16; Heb. 1:6.

Paul was able to see the Lord’s resurrection in Psalm 2:7: “You are My Son;/ Today I have

begotten You”:

1. Paul applied the word today to the day of the Lord’s resurrection; this means that
Christ’s resurrection was His birth as the firstborn Son of God—Heb. 1:5.

2. Jesus, the Son of Man, was born to be the Son of God through being raised up from
the dead; therefore, God’s raising up Jesus from the dead was His begetting of Him
to be His firstborn Son—Acts 13:33.

Through incarnation God’s only begotten Son put on humanity and became the God-

man (John 1:14, 18; Luke 1:35); then in resurrection this God-man was born of God to

be His Firstborn (Acts 13:33; Heb. 1:6; Rom. 8:29):

1. Before incarnation God’s only begotten Son did not have the human nature; He had
only the divine nature.

2. In resurrection God’s firstborn Son has the human nature as well as the divine
nature.

Through His resurrection Christ was born to be the firstborn Son, and at the same time all

His believers were born to be the many sons of God—1 Pet. 1:3; Heb. 2:10:

1. Among these many sons, only the Firstborn is God’s only begotten Son—dJohn 1:18;
1 John 4:9.

2. This only begotten Son of God, in His resurrected humanity, is also the firstborn Son
of God—Rom. 8:29.

3. The Firstborn has both divinity and humanity, and we, His believers as God’s many
sons, also possess both the human nature and the divine nature—2 Pet. 1:4.

In Acts 13 Paul was not preaching Christ as the only begotten Son, as the Gospel of John

does (1:18; 3:16); rather, in Acts 13 Paul was preaching Christ as the firstborn Son of

God for propagation.

As the firstborn Son in resurrection, Christ brought forth the corporate child—the cor-

porate new man—including Himself as God’s firstborn Son and His many brothers as

God’s many sons—dJohn 16:19-22:

1. According to God’s view, all His chosen and redeemed people were born together with
Christ in His resurrection; this resurrection was the birth of a corporate child, a cor-
porate man—v. 21.

2. The corporate man brought forth in Christ’s resurrection is the new man, the church
as the Body of Christ, whom He created in Himself—Eph. 2:15.
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