
Outline of 
the Messages for the Full-time Training 

in the Fall Term of 2023 

------------------------------------------ 

GENERAL SUBJECT: 
THE CRUCIAL POINTS OF THE TRUTH IN PAUL’S EPISTLES— 

FIRST CORINTHIANS 

Message Twelve 

Honoring the Headship of Christ by Absorbing His Riches 
and by Subjecting Ourselves to His Headship to Be under His Throne 

Scripture Reading: 1 Cor. 11:3; Col. 2:19; Rev. 22:1-2a; Ezek. 1:22, 26; Rev. 3:21                                    

I. We need to honor the headship of Christ in the divine government—“I want you 
to know that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of the 
woman, and God is the head of Christ”—1 Cor. 11:3: 

A. Here the headship of Christ over every man is related to individuals; Christ is the 
Head of the Body, the church (Eph. 5:23), corporately and of the believers individually. 

B. Trying to assume headship without first coming under God’s headship was the cause of 
the fall of the angels; we want to testify to the rebellious angels that we accept Christ 
as our Head—Isa. 14:12-15; 1 Cor. 11:2-3, 10. 

C. God’s goal is to appoint Christ as the Head so that every man would submit to Him; 
we  must be a people under God’s headship, who through our own submission to Christ 
reflect His own submission to God—Eph. 1:10; 1 Cor. 11:10; Phil. 2:5-11. 

D. Christ, the Son of God, as the Head of mankind in His humanity, is under the headship 
of God the Father for the government of God’s kingdom—John 5:19, 30. 

II. “Holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and knit 
together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God”—Col. 
2:19: 

A. If we hold the Head (v. 19), staying intimately connected to Him, we cannot have differ-
ent interpretations of Scripture; differences arise when someone is not holding the Head, 
because Christ as the Head cannot possibly say one thing to one member and something 
else to another. 

B. We have to consider “one mouth” in Romans 15:6 and “speak the same thing” in 1 Corin-
thians 1:10 together with “one new man” in Ephesians 2:15. 

C. The Head of the Body as the one new man is the person of the Body, and this person 
has one mouth to speak the same thing; when we hold Christ as the Head, we are all 
taking Him as our unique person, so we all have one mouth and are in one accord to 
speak the same thing—the unique teaching of God’s eternal economy regarding Christ 
and the church—1 Tim. 1:3-4; Eph. 5:32. 

D. As members of the Body of Christ, we absorb the nourishing element from the Head; by 
absorbing the riches of the Head, the Body grows with the growth of God, with the 
increase of God as life within us; since God gives the growth in this way, we need to 
take time to absorb Him: 



1. Our contact with the Lord should not be rushed; every morning we need to take an 
adequate amount of time to absorb the Lord; it is best to spend thirty minutes to 
enjoy Him at the start of each new day. 

2. We need to forget our situation, our condition, our failures, and our weaknesses and 
simply take time to enjoy and absorb the Lord; we need to spend more time in our 
spirit to adore the Lord, to praise Him, to thank Him, and to speak to Him freely. 

3. As we fellowship with Him in this way, we will absorb His riches, and He will add 
more of Himself into us so that we may grow with the growth of God. 

III. We need to subject ourselves to Christ’s headship to be under His throne; the One 
sitting on the throne is the Lamb-God, our redeeming God, from whose throne 
proceeds the river of water of life for our supply and satisfaction: 

A. Revelation 22:1-2a depicts how the Triune God—God, the Lamb, and the Spirit, who is 
symbolized by the water of life—dispenses Himself into us under His throne, His head-
ship—cf. John 4:14b. 

B. The street of the holy city is pure gold, symbolizing the divine nature; that the river of 
water of life proceeds “in the middle of its street” signifies that the divine life flows in 
the divine nature as the unique way for the daily life of God’s redeemed people—Rev. 
21:21b; 22:1. 

C. Furthermore, Christ as the tree of life is the life supply available along the flow of the 
Spirit as the water of life; where the Spirit flows, there the life supply of Christ is 
found—v. 2a. 

D. The throne of the Lamb-God is for God’s household administration, His eternal econ-
omy; God was the One who purposed, He became the Lamb who redeemed, and finally, 
He became the life-giving, flowing Spirit—John 1:14, 29; 1 Cor. 15:45b: 
1. Whenever we subject ourselves to Christ’s headship and are under His throne, we 

immediately sense something full of God’s riches flowing within us. 
2. Every morning after rising up, we need to say, “Lord, thank You for a new day for 

me to take You as my Lord; I subject myself under Your headship for the whole day; 
Lord, set up Your throne in my life; set up Your throne in the center of my being; Lord, 
bring my whole day with my daily life under Your throne.” 

3. If we offer such a prayer to the Triune God every morning, from that moment we 
will have the living water flowing in us for us to drink; furthermore, we will enjoy 
the divine nature as our holy street, our unique way, and we will eat the tree of life 
for our life supply—Rev. 22:14, 17. 

4. When we feel that we do not have the inner flow of living water, this is because we 
do not accept or recognize the lordship, the headship, and the authority of the Triune 
God in the center of our being. 

5. In the place where the Triune God flows, we serve Him, we see His face, and we 
reign with Him—vv. 3-5. 

E. The throne of God and of the Lamb is the throne of grace in our spirit (which is the real 
Bethel, God’s habitation); whenever we turn to our spirit, we enter the gate of heaven 
and touch the throne of grace in heaven through Christ as the heavenly ladder—Heb. 
4:16; Rom. 5:17, 21; Rev. 4:1-2; 22:1; Rom. 8:34, 10; Eph. 2:22; Gen. 28:12-17; John 1:51. 

F. The One on the throne is the Lamb-God, with the Lamb being the lamp and with God 
being the light within the lamp; when we enthrone Christ in every part of our being and 
in all our living and work, we experience Him as the redeeming One, the shining One, 
and the reigning One to enjoy Him as the supply of life and the way of life in the fellow-
ship of life—Rev. 21:23; 22:1-2; 21:21b. 
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G. The One on the throne has the appearance of sardius (its red color signifying redemp-
tion) and jasper (its dark green color signifying life in its richness); thus, when we submit 
ourselves to Christ’s headship and are under His throne, we are the beneficiaries of all 
that He is in His judicial redemption and organic salvation so that we may bear the 
same appearance of the God of glory in His rich life—4:3; 21:11. 

IV. Ezekiel 1 presents a picture of God’s throne above the clear sky—vv. 22, 26: 

A. We should have a clear spiritual sky (a clear conscience) like the sight of awesome 
crystal, which means that there is nothing between us and the Lord and nothing between 
us and one another—Acts 24:16; 1 Tim. 1:5; 3:9; 2 Tim. 1:3. 

B. The sapphire throne above the crystal clear expanse indicates that whenever we have a 
“clear sky” in our Christian life and in our church life, we will be under the ruling of the 
throne of grace and have the heavenly situation, atmosphere, and condition of the Lord’s 
ruling presence—Ezek. 1:26; Heb. 4:16; Rom. 5:17, 21. 

C. The highest point in our spiritual experience is having a clear sky with a throne above 
it; to reach this point means that in everything we allow God to have the preeminence 
and are completely submissive to His authority and administration. 

D. If we have the throne in our spiritual life, God will not only rule over us but will also 
fulfill His purpose in us, with us, and through us—Col. 1:18b; Ezek. 1:5, cf. v. 26. 

E. The One sitting on the throne is Jesus Christ, the man-God, the mingling of God and 
man—v. 26; John 6:62; Acts 7:56; cf. Phil. 2:9-11; Rom. 10:12-13: 
1. The man on the throne has the appearance of electrum and fire—electrum from His 

loins upward and fire from His loins downward—Ezek. 1:27-28. 
2. The upper part of a man, from his loins to his head, is the part of feeling, of sensa-

tion, signifying his nature and disposition; according to His nature and disposition, 
the Lord Jesus on the throne has the appearance of electrum, the radiant expres-
sion of the redeeming God. 

3. The lower part of a man’s body is for moving; the appearance of fire from His loins 
downward signifies the Lord’s appearance in His move with His burning and sanctify-
ing power—cf. v. 4. 

F. God’s intention is to work on man in order that man will be on the throne—“he who 
overcomes, to him I will give to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat 
with My Father on His throne”—Rev. 3:21. 

G. As the Pioneer, the Lord Jesus cut the way to enter into glory and to sit on the throne, 
and we, His many brothers, are now following Him—Heb. 2:6-11; Rev. 22:5. 

H. God desires to bring us to the throne because of the rebellion of Satan against God’s 
throne—Isa. 14:12-14: 
1. Satan’s throne is the world, which is constituted of ambition, self-exaltation, and opin-

ions with concepts; when these three things result in division, the world becomes 
“the evil”—Rev. 2:12-13a; John 17:15. 

2. The way to be saved from the world and the authority of Satan is for us to move out 
of ourselves into the Triune God so that we can live under Christ’s headship. 

3. If we continually touch the Word and allow the Spirit to touch us day by day, we will 
be sanctified; that is, we will move out of ourselves, our old lodging place, and into 
the Triune God, our new lodging place—vv. 17, 21; cf. Rev. 2:17. 

4. Thus, the Lord will make His home in our heart, being enthroned in our heart and 
ruling over us in everything to make us transparent, bright, fresh, and living under 
His headship for the full and corporate expression of Christ in glory—Eph. 3:16-19; 
Rev. 22:1; 21:11. 


