
Message Six

The Organic Shepherding of the Pneumatic Christ

Scripture Reading: Psa. 23;
John 21:15-17; Heb. 13:20-21; 1 Pet. 2:25; 5:1-4

I. In Psalm 22 Christ was the Redeemer and the Regenerator,
in Psalm 23 He is now the Shepherd, and in Psalm 24 He
will be the King who will regain the entire earth through
the church, His Body, the people whom He has redeemed
and regenerated and is shepherding today:

A. In His heavenly ministry Christ is shepherding people, and
we need to cooperate with Him by shepherding people; this is
the apostolic ministry in cooperation with Christ’s heavenly
ministry—John 21:15-17; Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 5:1-4.

B. If all the churches receive the teaching to participate in
Christ’s wonderful shepherding, there will be a big revival in
the recovery; our cooperation with Him in His heavenly min-
istry of shepherding will build up His Body, prepare His bride,
for His second coming to be the King in the next age.

C. To shepherd people is to cherish and nourish them, as illus-
trated by the entire New Testament:
1. Christ as the Son of Man came to redeem us from sin (1 Tim.

1:15)—cherishing.
2. Christ as the Son of God came to impart the divine life into

us abundantly (John 10:10b)—nourishing.

II. The all-inclusive Christ is our inward, pneumatic Shep-
herd, taking care of our inner being—v. 11; Heb. 13:20-21;
1 Pet. 5:1-4; 2:25.

III. The indwelling, pneumatic Christ is “my Shepherd,” and
under His all-inclusive, tender care “I will lack nothing”—
2 Cor. 3:17a; 2 Tim. 4:22; 1 Cor. 6:17; Phil. 1:19; Psa. 23:1.

IV. According to Psalm 23, Christ shepherds us in five stages:

A. The initial stage is the enjoyment of Christ as the green pas-
tures and of the Spirit as the waters of rest—v. 2.

B. The second stage is the revival and transformation on the
paths of righteousness—v. 3.

C. The third stage is the experience of the resurrected pneumatic
Christ while walking through the valley of the shadow of
death—v. 4.
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D. The fourth stage is the deeper and higher enjoyment of the
resurrected Christ in f ighting against the adversaries—v. 5.

E. The f ifth stage is the lifelong enjoyment of the divine good-
ness and lovingkindness in the house of Jehovah—v. 6.

V. In His organic shepherding, the pneumatic Christ “makes
me lie down in green pastures”—v. 2a:

A. Green signif ies the riches of life; the green pastures are Christ
Himself as our nourishment—John 10:9.

B. Christ can be our green pasture, our feeding place, through
His incarnation, death, and resurrection.

C. The base of the Greek word for economy in 1 Timothy 1:4 is of
the same origin as that for pasture in John 10:9, implying a
distribution of pasture to the f lock; this reveals that Psalm 23
is a psalm on God’s economy, His household administration,
to dispense Himself as the green pastures into His people and
build them up to be the house of Jehovah, the divine-human
incorporation of the processed and consummated Triune God
with His redeemed, regenerated, transformed, and glorif ied
tripartite people—v. 6.

VI. In His organic shepherding, the pneumatic Christ “leads
me beside waters of rest”—v. 2b:

A. The waters of rest signify the Spirit, the consummated Spirit
after Christ’s resurrection—John 7:37-39.

B. Both the green pastures and the restful waters are the resur-
rected, pneumatic Christ as the life-giving Spirit—1 Cor. 15:45b;
John 14:16-18.

VII. In His organic shepherding, the pneumatic Christ “restores
my soul”—Psa. 23:3a:

A. For our soul to be restored means that we are revived; restor-
ing also includes renewing and transforming—Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor.
3:18.

B. Our Lord, as the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls, shepherds
us by caring for the welfare of our inner being and by exercising
His oversight over the condition of our real person—1 Pet. 2:25:
1. Christ takes care of us in a tender, all-inclusive way; this

kind of shepherding is an inward, intrinsic, organic com-
forting—John 14:16, 26; cf. 2 Cor. 1:3-4.

THE PSALMS (1)

Message Six (continuation)



2. Because our soul is very complicated, we need Christ, who
is the life-giving Spirit in our spirit, to shepherd us in our
soul, to take care of our mind, emotion, and will and of our
problems, needs, and wounds—cf. Isa. 61:1.

VIII. In His organic shepherding, the pneumatic Christ “guides
me on the paths of righteousness / For His name’s sake”—
Psa. 23:3b:

A. Christ guides us (to walk according to the spirit) on the paths
of righteousness (to fulf ill the requirement of righteousness—
Rom. 8:4).

B. The paths of righteousness indicates our walk—v. 4; Gal. 5:16,
25.

C. For His name’s sake means for the sake of His person, His liv-
ing person as the pneumatic Christ—Matt. 28:19; 18:20; Col.
3:17.

D. Christ restores our soul so that we may take His way and
walk on the paths of righteousness:
1. We need to be proper and balanced in our mind, emotion,

and will; otherwise, we cannot be righteous.
2. Under the organic shepherding of the pneumatic Christ,

we are balanced, corrected, and adjusted.
3. In all that we do, we need to be under Christ’s shepherding,

taking Christ as both our paths and our righteousness.
E. Righteousness is being right with persons, things, and matters

before God according to His righteous and strict require-
ments—Matt. 5:20.

F. Righteousness is a matter of God’s kingdom; thus, righteous-
ness issues from God for His administration and is related
to His government and rule—6:33; Psa. 89:14a; 97:2b; Isa.
32:1.

G. Righteousness is the living out and genuine expression of
Christ, who as the life-giving Spirit lives in us—Rev. 19:8;
2 Cor. 3:9.

IX. Under the organic shepherding of the pneumatic Christ,
“even though I walk / Through the valley of the shadow of
death, / I do not fear evil, / For You are with me; / Your rod
and Your staff, / They comfort me”—Psa. 23:4:
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A. For the pneumatic Christ to be with us means that we enjoy
His invisible presence, which is special, personal, and inti-
mate—Matt. 28:20b; 2 Tim. 4:22a.

B. The presence of the pneumatic Christ is a comfort, a rescue,
and a sustaining power to us when we are walking through
the valley of the shadow of death.

C. When we are in the valley, we should simply remain there
and rest in the Lord; our resting in the Lord will shorten the
valley, reduce the shadow, and remove the death.

D. The Lord’s rod, a symbol of His authority, is for our protec-
tion:
1. We are under the Lord’s authority and take the way marked

out by Him.
2. Every negative thing—death, darkness, fear, evil—is under

His rule, control, and authority.
E. The Lord’s staff is for guidance, instruction, training, direc-

tion, and sustenance.
F. Under the organic shepherding of the pneumatic Christ in

the valley of the shadow of death, we experience God as the
God of resurrection and may attain to the out-resurrection—
John 11:25; 2 Cor. 1:8-9; Phil. 3:10-11.

X. Under the organic shepherding of the pneumatic Christ,
He spreads “a table before me / In the presence of my ad-
versaries; / You anoint my head with oil; / My cup runs
over”—Psa. 23:5:

A. The Lord spreads a table before us in the presence of our ad-
versaries—v. 5a; cf. 2 Sam. 4:4; 9:7, 13; Gen. 14:18-20; Neh. 4:17.

B. The Lord anoints our head with oil (as at a festal banquet),
and our cup (the cup of blessing) runs over—Psa. 23:5b; Heb.
1:9; 1 Cor. 10:16a, 21.

C. In Psalm 23:5 we have the Triune God—the Son as the table,
the feast, the Spirit as the anointing oil, and the Father as the
source of blessing.

XI. Under the organic shepherding of the pneumatic Christ,
“surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me / All the
days of my life, / And I will dwell in the house of Jehovah /
For the length of my days”—v. 6:
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A. Goodness refers to the grace of Christ, lovingkindness refers
to the love of the Father, and follow refers to the fellowship of
the Spirit; thus, the grace of the Son, the love of the Father,
and the fellowship of the Spirit are with us—2 Cor. 13:14.

B. The enjoyment of the processed and consummated Triune God
ushers us into the enjoyment of God in the house of God
(Christ, the church, our spirit, and the New Jerusalem—John
1:14; 2:21; 1 Tim. 3:15-16; Eph. 2:22; Rev. 21:2-3, 22) for the
length of our days (in the present age, in the coming age, and
in eternity).

C. We need to seek to dwell in the house of God all the days of
our life—Psa. 27:4-8:
1. To behold the beauty (loveliness, pleasantness, delightful-

ness) of God—vv. 4, 8; 2 Cor. 3:18.
2. To inquire of God, checking with God about everything

in our daily life—Psa. 27:4b; cf. Josh. 9:14.
3. To be concealed in God’s shelter and to hide ourselves in

the hiding place of God’s tent—Psa. 27:5; 31:20.
4. To be raised up and have our head lifted up by God—

27:5b-6a.
5. To offer sacrif ices of shouts of joy with singing and psalm-

ing to God for the glory of God—v. 6b; Heb. 13:15; Phil. 2:11.

XII. Psalm 23 is the link between Psalms 22 and 24; it is by
Christ’s wonderful shepherding and by our entering into
this shepherding (the intrinsic significance of the vital
groups) that the Body of Christ will be built up with His
redeemed and regenerated ones and that the bride will be
prepared for Him to return as the King in the next age in
the manifestation of His kingdom.
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