
Message Three

The Experience of Christ as Life
Portrayed in Genesis 1

Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:1-31

I. The Spirit, the word, and the light were the instruments
used by God to generate life on the first day of His restora-
tion and further creation for the fulfillment of His purpose;
the Spirit, the word, and the light are all of life—Gen. 1:1-5;
Rom. 8:2; Phil. 2:16; John 8:12b:

A. Christ as the Spirit is the reality of God—Rom. 8:9-10; 2 Cor.
3:17; John 16:13-15:
1. The Spirit of God, as the Spirit of life (Rom. 8:2), came to

brood over the waters of death in order to generate life,
especially man, for God’s purpose (Gen. 1:2; 2:7; 1:26).

2. In spiritual experience the Spirit’s coming is the f irst re-
quirement for generating life—John 6:63a; 16:8-11.

B. Christ as the Word is the speaking of God—1:1; Heb. 1:2:
1. After the Spirit’s brooding, the word of God came to bring

in the light—Gen. 1:3; 2 Cor. 4:6; cf. Psa. 119:105, 130.
2. In spiritual experience the coming of the word is the second

requirement for generating life—John 5:24; 6:63b.
C. Christ as the light is the shining of God (Gen. 1:3-5; John 1:1,

4-5; 8:12a; 9:5); in spiritual experience the coming of the light
is the third requirement for generating life (Matt. 4:13-16;
John 1:1-13).

D. The separation of the light from the darkness for the purpose
of discerning day from night is the fourth requirement for
generating life—Gen. 1:4-5; 2 Cor. 6:14b.

II. The separating of the waters by producing an expanse be-
tween them on the second day, signifying, spiritually, the
dividing of the heavenly things from the earthly things
through the work of the cross, is the fifth requirement for
generating life—Gen. 1:6-8; Col. 3:1-3; Heb. 4:12.

III. The appearing of the dry land is the sixth requirement for
generating life; this took place on the third day, correspond-
ing to the day of resurrection—Gen. 1:9-13; 1 Cor. 15:4:

A. In the Bible the sea represents death, and the land represents
Christ as the generating source of life; after the land appeared,
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every kind of life—the plant life, the animal life, and even the
human life—was produced out of the land (Gen. 1:11-12, 24-27;
2:7); this typif ies that the divine life with all its riches comes
out of Christ.

B. On the third day Christ came out of death in resurrection to
generate life for the constituting of the church—John 12:24;
1 Pet. 1:3.

C. Dividing the land from the waters signif ies separating life
from death; from the second day (Gen. 1:6-7) God began to
work to conf ine and limit the waters of death that covered the
earth (cf. Jer. 5:22):
1. Eventually, when God’s work is completed, in the new

heaven and new earth there will be no more sea—Rev. 21:1
and footnote 3, Recovery Version.

2. Furthermore, in the New Jerusalem there will be no more
night—v. 25 and footnote 2.

3. This means that both death and darkness will be elimi-
nated.

D. The plant life is the lowest form of life, a life without conscious-
ness, corresponding to the earliest stage of the divine life in a
newly regenerated believer—Gen. 1:11; cf. 1 Cor. 3:6:
1. The countless varieties of the plant life typify the rich

expression of the unsearchable riches of the life of Christ in
their beauty for man’s sight (Gen. 2:9), in their fragrance
(S. S. 1:12-13), and in their nourishing man and animals
(Gen. 1:29-30).

2. The trees (2:9; Exo. 15:23-25; S. S. 2:3; 5:15; Isa. 11:1; John
15:1; Rev. 22:2), the f lowers (S. S. 1:14), and the grains as
food for man (John 6:9, 13) and as offerings to God (Lev.
2:1-3, 14) are all types of Christ.

IV. The light-bearers appeared on the fourth day as the sev-
enth requirement for generating life to produce the higher
forms of life—Gen. 1:14-19:

A. According to the revelation of the whole Bible, light is for life;
light and life always go together—Psa. 36:9; Matt. 4:16; John
1:4; 8:12; 1 John 1:1-7.

B. Life depends on light, and the higher the light, the higher the
life:
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1. The indefinite light of the first day (Gen. 1:3) was suff icient
for generating the lowest forms of life; the more solid and
more def inite light from the light-bearers—the sun, the
moon, and the stars (v. 16; Psa. 136:7-9)—on the fourth day
was necessary for producing the higher forms of life, includ-
ing the human life.

2. This signif ies that for our spiritual rebirth, the light of the
“f irst day” is suff icient, but for the growth in the divine
life unto maturity, more and stronger light, the light of the
“fourth day,” is needed.

3. The light-bearers were for signs, seasons, days, and years
(Gen. 1:14), which are all shadows of Christ—Col. 2:16-17.

C. The sun (Psa. 136:8) signif ies Christ (Mal. 4:2; Luke 1:78-79;
Matt. 4:16; Eph. 5:14); the overcoming saints were also lik-
ened to the sun by the Lord Jesus (Matt. 13:43).

D. The moon (Psa. 136:9) can be considered a f igure of the church,
the wife of Christ (cf. Gen. 37:9; S. S. 6:10):
1. The moon has no light of its own but shines in the night

and ref lects the light of the sun.
2. Likewise, the church shines in the dark night of the church

age by ref lecting the divine light of Christ—2 Cor. 3:18; cf.
Phil. 2:15.

E. The stars f irst signify Christ and then the overcomers—Num.
24:17; 2 Pet. 1:19; Rev. 22:16; Dan. 12:3:
1. Although Christ is the real sun, He does not appear as the

sun during the present age of night; rather, He shines as
the bright morning star—Rev. 22:16.

2. The stars also signify the overcoming saints—Dan. 12:3;
cf. Rev. 1:20.

3. The light from the stars is needed particularly when the
moon wanes; likewise, the shining of the overcoming saints
as the heavenly stars is needed particularly in the time of
the church’s degradation—2:7, 11, 17, 26-28; 3:5, 12, 20-21.

F. The ruling of the fourth-day light-bearers also strengthened
the separating of the light from the darkness in Genesis 1:4;
both are requirements for the growth in life.

V. The living creatures in the water and in the air were gen-
erated on the fifth day—vv. 20-23:
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A. This is the animal life with the lowest consciousness, corre-
sponding to the f irst step in the believers’ growth in life—
cf. 1 John 2:13:
1. The animal life in the sea typif ies the riches of the life of

Christ in the power that overcomes death (signif ied by the
salt water) in His living; just as f ish can live in salt water
without becoming salty, Christ and His believers, who have
the divine life, can live in the satanic world without being
“salted” by the world’s corruption—cf. John 14:30; 17:15-16.

2. The animal life in the sea also shows the riches of Christ’s
life in feeding man with His riches—6:9a; 21:9.

B. The bird life is higher than the f ish life; f ish can live in the
death waters, but birds can transcend the death waters:
1. By growing further in the divine life, the believers are able

to transcend all the frustrations of the earth—Isa. 40:31.
2. The bird life typif ies the riches of the life of Christ as seen

in His being the eagle for carrying God’s redeemed to His
destination (Exo. 19:4; Deut. 32:11-12; Rev. 12:14) and in
His being the turtledoves or pigeons for offering to God for
the sins of God’s people (Lev. 1:14; 5:7).

VI. The living creatures on the earth were generated on the
sixth day—Gen. 1:24-31:

A. The cattle and the animals on the earth are a higher life with
a higher consciousness than that of the f ish and the birds, a
life that can accomplish something on the earth:
1. The animals and the cattle on the land typify the riches of

the life of Christ as seen in Christ as the conquering lion
(Rev. 5:5) to f ight for God’s economy, as seen in Christ as
the sheep and oxen for offering to God for the fulf illment
of God’s full redemption (Lev. 1:2-3, 10; 3:1, 6, 12; 4:3; 5:6;
John 1:29; 1 Pet. 1:19; Rev. 5:6-9), and as seen in Christ as
the ox to bear the responsibility and to labor faithfully for
the accomplishing of God’s will (Matt. 20:28; John 5:17;
6:38).

2. Through further growth in the divine life the believers in
Christ are able to live on the earth a life that is useful for
the fulf illing of God’s will—cf. Rom. 5:17; 1 Cor. 3:2; Gal.
6:2; 1 Cor. 15:10, 58.
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B. The human life is highest created life, the life that can ex-
press God in His image and likeness and can exercise dominion
for God:
1. Adam, the f irst man, typif ies Christ (Rom. 5:14; 1 Cor.

15:45, 47; Psa. 8:4-8; Heb. 2:6-9) as the center of God’s crea-
tion (Col. 1:16-17), as the Head of all creation (v. 15) and of
all men (1 Cor. 11:3), as God’s expression in God’s image
and likeness (Heb. 1:3; 2 Cor. 4:4; Col. 1:15), and as God’s
representative to rule over all things created by God (Psa.
8:6-8; Matt. 28:18).

2. God’s intention that man would express God in His image
and represent God with His dominion is fulf illed not in
Adam as the f irst man (1 Cor. 15:45a), the old man (Rom.
6:6), but in Christ as the second man (1 Cor. 15:47b), the
new man (Eph. 2:15), comprising Christ Himself as the Head
and the church as His Body (1:22-23; 1 Cor. 12:12; Col.
3:10-11).

3. It is fully fulf illed in the overcoming believers, who live
Christ for His corporate expression (Phil. 1:19-26) and will
have authority over the nations and reign as co-kings with
Christ in the millennium (Rev. 2:26-27; 20:4, 6).

4. It will ultimately be fulf illed in the New Jerusalem, which
will express God’s image, having His glory and bearing His
appearance (4:3a; 21:11, 18a), and also exercise God’s divine
authority to maintain God’s dominion over the entire uni-
verse for eternity (v. 24; 22:5).

CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OUTLINES

Message Three (continuation)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© 2013 Living Stream Ministry 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




