II.

II1.

ASPECTS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE AND CHURCH LIFE
SEEN IN THE NEW JERUSALEM

(Saturday—Evening Session)
Message Six

The Lamb as the Lamp with God as the Light

Scripture Reading: Rev. 21:1-2, 23; 22:5; 1 John 1:5, 7; Eph. 5:8

In the New Jerusalem Christ, the Lamb, is the lamp with God as the light
in Him—Rev. 21:1-2, 23:

A.

B.

Because the divine light shines through the Redeemer, this light has become
lovable and touchable—v. 23.

Through the Lamb, the redeeming One, God’s light becomes an enjoyable shin-
ing for His dispensing—22:1-2, 5; c¢f. 1 Tim. 6:16.

God as the light is in the Lamb as the lamp—Rev. 21:23; 1 John 1:5:

A.

B.

The city of New Jerusalem will have a particular kind of light—the redeeming

and shining God; the redeeming God shines as the radiant God—Rev. 22:1, 5.

The illuminating glory of God is the light within Christ, and the redeeming

Christ is the lamp containing the light—21:23:

1. God’s glory is the light of the city, and God as the content is contained by
Christ and shines out through Christ—v. 11; John 1:4-5, 14.

2. God in Christ will be the shining light as an enjoyment to the entire city; the
first enjoyment in the New Jerusalem is God as our light—Rev. 21:23.

3. In the New Jerusalem there will be no night, because in the holy city God
Himself will be the “sun” that will never go down—22:5.

4. This may be our experience in the church life today also; when we open our
entire being to the Lord, we are in the light, and the light is God Himself to be
enjoyed by us in our daily life—21:2, 10-11; 22:16a; 1 John 1:5, 7; Col. 1:12-13.

Because we have the redeeming and shining God as the unique light, there
is no need for natural or artificial light—Rev. 22:5; Isa. 50:10-11:

A.

B.

The light of the New Jerusalem is the unique, eternal, divine light in which the

redeemed elect live and move within the holy city—Rev. 21:23, 25:

1. We have the real light, which is the source of all light; the light is God Him-
self who shines in Christ; this is the intrinsic essence of the New Jeru-
salem—v. 23; 22:5.

2. The entire New Jerusalem will be the Holy of Holies, and the light in the
Holy of Holies is God Himself in His eternal glory—21:16, 11.

According to the principle of the new creation, we Christians have God in us as

light, and we should never try to generate our own light—2 Cor. 5:17; 4:4, 6;

Isa. 50:10-11.

For the building up of the Body of Christ, we need to live under the shining of

the radiant redeeming God as light through the word of God—Eph. 4:16; 5:8;

Psa. 119:130.
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IV. Light is a ruling power that causes all things to be in oneness and har-
mony—Rev. 22:5; Eph. 1:10:

A. Light is a ruling power; it rules when it shines—Rev. 22:5:

B.

C.

1. Where there is darkness, there is chaos, but when light shines with its
ruling and governing, there is order—Gen. 1:3.

2. Where God is, there is light shining, and where light shines, there is ruling
power.

3. If in the church life as a miniature of the New Jerusalem we have God
in Christ as the center, we will have light, and the first thing that light
does is to rule and keep everything in order—vv. 14-18; John 8:12; Eph.
1:10.

4. When we have God as light in Christ, we first have order and then life—
2 Cor. 4:6:

a. When light shines, it also generates; life comes from light—dJohn 1:4-5,
7-13.

b. When the light of God shines into us, the life of God comes into us; light
always brings life to us—8:12; 12:36, 46.

God in Christ as the shining light is the ruling center of the New Jerusalem—

Rev. 22:1-2; 21:23:

1. From this light come all the riches of life—dJohn 8:12; 10:10b; 11:25.

2. God is light, and from Him flows the river of water of life; in this living
water grows the tree of life—1 John 1:5; Rev. 22:1-2.

Where there is the light of God, there are the ruling power and order, and when

there are the ruling power and order, there is the generating power, the yielding

of life; this is a picture of the New Jerusalem—Gen. 1:3-26; Rev. 21:10-11, 23;

22:1-2, 5.

V. In the new heaven and new earth with the New Jerusalem as the center,
all things will be headed up in Christ; this will be the complete fulfillment
of Ephesians 1:10—Rev. 21:2-3, 23-25; 22:1-2a:

A.

B.

In the New Jerusalem everything will be saturated with life and will be under

light—v. 1; 21:23.

In Revelation 21 we see the Head, the Body surrounding the Head, and all the

nations walking in the light of the city; the whole universe will be headed up in

the light shown through the transparent city—v. 18.

The heading up in the church life as a miniature of the New Jerusalem is by life

and light—dJohn 1:4; 8:12:

1. God’s way of recovery is Christ versus Satan, life versus death, light versus
darkness, and order versus confusion.

2. The collapse comes from the factor of death; the heading up comes from the
factor of life—Ezek. 34:4-10.

3. God’s way to recover the oneness among His creation is to impart Himself
into us as life—Rom. 8:6, 10-11, 19-21.

4. If we try to be headed up without growing in life, we will fall into organiza-
tion.
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5. In order to be delivered from the heap of collapse in a practical way, we
need to grow in life; the more we grow in life, the more we will be headed up
and rescued from the universal collapse—Eph. 4:15; Col. 2:19.

6. When God comes into us as life, the light of life shines within us—dJohn

1:4; Eph. 5:8-9:
a. This life swallows death, and this light dispels the darkness—dJohn
8:12.

b. If we are in the life and under the light, we will be delivered out of confu-
sion and brought into order, harmony, and oneness—Eph. 1:10.
c. When we are full of Christ as life, we are under the light and are con-
trolled by the power of light—Rev. 22:5; John 1:4; 1 John 1:1-2, 5, 7.
7. As God is light, so we, the children of God, are children of light, and we are
even light itself because we are one with God in the Lord—v. 5; John 12:36;
Eph. 5:8; Matt. 5:14.

Excerpts from the Ministry:

EXPRESSING CHRIST

In Revelation 21 and 22 we see that we may express Christ as the lamp of the
city, the light-bearer, with the glory of God as the light within Him, by which light
the nations will walk.

God is the light, and Christ the Son as the Lamb is the lamp. This lamp has God
in it as the light. The city as the lampstand shines the light of God in the Lamb.
This shining is expressed through the city, that is, through us. We are the expression
of Christ, who has God in Him as the light, and this light, which is God Himself
shining in Christ throughout the new city, saturates us. We are immersed in God
Himself as the light, and we will be the expression of Christ with God as the light.

We need to see the contents of the New Jerusalem. First, the New Jerusalem
has God’s glory as the uncreated light and the Lamb as the lamp to shine forth the
divine brightness through the entire city (21:23, 11; 22:5b). Here we can see three
layers: God is the light, Christ is the lamp, and the church—the New Jerusalem—is
the lamp container. God as the light shines in the Lamb as the lamp, and the lamp
is in the city. In this picture we can see the organic union. In the holy city God and
Christ are organically united, and They and we are also united as one. Therefore,
there is an organic union between us and God in Christ. The entire New Jerusalem
will be a great organic union. The situation in the New Jerusalem is like that in the
church today. The church is a lampstand to shine forth the Triune God as our testi-
mony organically.

Revelation 21 and 22 reveal that God will not be alone for eternity but will be in
Christ within the holy city. The New Jerusalem may be compared to a wheel, and
God as the light within the Lamb as the lamp is the center and hub of the whole
corporate entity. Throughout the ages God has been working in this direction toward
this goal. God’s purpose is altogether a matter of our being built together as a corpo-
rate entity to become the holy city. God as light shines from within the Lamb as the
lamp through the city as the light-bearer to express Himself as the glory.
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The glory of God as the light is in the redeeming Lamb as the lamp shining
through the New Jerusalem as the light’s diffuser. This indicates that the Triune
God is one with His redeemed in His expression shining as light over the nations. In
the New Jerusalem there are the light, the lamp, and the diffuser to shine forth the
divine light. In John 14:20 the Lord said to His disciples, “In that day you will know
that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.” This shows that the light is
in the lamp, and the lamp is in the diffuser. The light is God the Father, the lamp
is God the Son, and the diffuser is the Body of Christ, the New Jerusalem, to shine
the divine light over the nations, the peoples who live around the New Jerusalem.

As the Lamp of the City—the Light-bearer

Revelation 21:23 tells us that Christ as the Lamb is the lamp of the holy city. In
the New Jerusalem gold symbolizes God’s nature, and light refers to His divine shin-
ing. This shining is in the redeeming Lamb as the lamp to hold the divine light for
our benefit so that we may enjoy God as the shining One in the redeeming Christ.
Revelation 21:11 indicates that God as the light shines through the New Jerusalem.
This verse tells us that “her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone,
as clear as crystal.” The Greek word for “light” in this verse can also be translated
“luminary” or “light-bearer.” The entire wall of the New Jerusalem is built with
jasper (v. 18), and the light of the New Jerusalem is like jasper stone, bearing the
appearance of God (4:3) to express Him by her shining. God in the redeeming Lamb
is the light, and the city is a luminary, a great light-bearer. This means that God as
the divine light shines within and through the redeeming Christ, and this shining
enlightens the entire city. Then the entire city becomes a light-bearer. This bearing
of God’s light becomes an expression, and this expression is God’s goal. In the New
Jerusalem God is light, and His shining is His glory. The shining is the coming out
of the light. Hence, when God shines in the city, He is expressed in glory, first in
and through Christ, and then in the city and through the saints. God is the light,
Christ is the containing lamp, and the city’s wall bears the divine light to express
God. Today the believers as children of light (Eph. 5:8) are the light of the world
(Matt. 5:14), shining in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation (Phil. 2:15).
Eventually, the New Jerusalem as a composition of all the saints will be the light-
bearer, shining forth God as light over the nations around her.

The brightness of the glory of the New Jerusalem is like a most precious stone.
This precious stone is not the light but the light-bearer. It does not have light in
itself, but the light, which is God, has been wrought into it and shines out through it.
This indicates that as a part of the coming New Jerusalem, we must be transformed
into precious stones with God wrought into our being as the shining light so that
we may be the light-bearer to shine as God’s expression.

God shines in Christ through the city, since the whole city will be transparent
because everyone in it will have been transformed. There is no more clay, nothing
opaque; every bit of clay has been transformed into crystal-clear precious stones. God
shines in Christ through the city, and all the nations will walk in this light. Then
the whole universe will be headed up in the light shown through this transparent
city.
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The entire city of the New Jerusalem is the diffuser, diffusing the divine light
over the nations outside the city (Rev. 21:24a). We are the diffusers to spread the
light. God has spent at least six thousand years to build up a city, and this city
needs the light. Without the light the city is in darkness. The illuminating light is
God Himself in His glory contained in Christ as the lamp. This lamp is in a diffuser.
Today this diffuser that spreads the divine light is the Body of Christ. Eventually, the
entire New Jerusalem will be the diffuser of the divine light. All the nations around
the city will be under this diffusing with God as the light of glory and Christ as the
containing lamp.

With the Glory of God as the Light within Him

Revelation 22:5 says that the Lord will shine upon His saints. In the future
the unlimited glory of God will shine forth as light with Christ as the lamp in the
New Jerusalem, signifying that Christ is the center of the New Jerusalem in the new
heaven and the new earth for all eternity. Being illuminated by the Lord God is a
blessing to God’s redeemed in eternity. God Himself will shine upon us, and we will
live under His illumination.

According to Revelation 21:11, the holy city has the glory of God. Here the glory
of God is the expression of God, God expressed. When God is manifested, that is
glory. We have been ordained for this glory and called to this glory (1 Cor. 2:7; 1 Pet.
5:10; 1 Thes. 2:12). We are being transformed into this glory (2 Cor. 3:18), and we
will be brought into it (Heb. 2:10). Eventually, we will be glorified with Christ (Rom.
8:17, 30) to bear the glory of God for God’s expression in the New Jerusalem. In the
holy city both the lamp and the light refer to God’s glory.

The whole city of New Jerusalem is God. The light is God, its glory is the expres-
sion of God, and its appearance is God Himself revealed to the nations. All of this
should be found in the church life today. The church is God’s temple. God Himself in
the church is our dwelling place, and He is also the light that shines out through us
to our neighbors. This shining out is also the glory and appearance of the church.
This is the church life.

When God completely finishes His work in the church, it will be a transparent
city. All the gold in the New Jerusalem is transparent, transmitting the effulgence
of God, so that by its light all things may arrive at the oneness. The light effaces
death in all things and heads up all things. The city diffuses the light, shining upon
the nations (Rev. 21:24).

The Nations to Walk by the Light of the Shining

Revelation 21:24 tells us that the nations will walk by the light of the shining
from the New Jerusalem. Even after the millennium the nations will live on the new
earth as the peoples (vv. 3-4). These nations will have kings, who will bring their
glory into the city. In eternity we the redeemed ones will be the royal family ruling
over the nations.

The nations will walk by the light of the New Jerusalem, an organic building.
Thus, the entire eternal kingdom of God will be under the shining of God’s glory in
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the Redeemer through the redeemed as the diffuser. The eternal kingdom of God
includes the New Jerusalem and the nations around it. The redeemed who consti-
tute the New Jerusalem are the kings to reign, and the nations around the New
Jerusalem are the subjects.

In their relationship with God, the subjects will walk in the light of the New
Jerusalem (v. 24a). For their human affairs they will live under the light of the sun
created by God and the lamp made by man, but in matters related to God the
nations as the subjects will walk in the divine light.

The Holy City Being the Light of the Nations

In the millennium the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun, and the
light of the sun will be intensified sevenfold (Isa. 30:26). I believe that in the new
heaven and the new earth the light of the sun will be even brighter than this. Never-
theless, Revelation 21:24 says that the nations will walk in the light of the city. This
proves that the light in the city will be stronger than the natural light. God will
shine through the city, and this shining will be brighter than either the moon or the
sun. Actually, the nations will not need to walk in the sunlight or in the moonlight,
for they will walk in the shining of the New Jerusalem.

The New Jerusalem, the ultimate consummation of God’s building, is a full pic-
ture of today’s church life. If we are such a miniature of the holy city, we will shine
forth with God as the light. Then the unbelievers, the worldly people, will walk in our
light. We will enlighten everyone around us.

The church should be such a shining light today, and all our neighbors should
walk in the light of our shining. Today the church is the light-bearer, bearing Christ
as the light shining to this generation. We need to be such a shining church. There
should be a difference between the church people and unbelievers, a difference not
of some man-made designation but a difference because of our shining. We must
shine so that the nations may walk in our light.

In the new heaven and new earth with the New Jerusalem as the center, all
things will be headed up in Christ. This will be the complete fulfillment of Ephe-
sians 1:10, which says, “Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all
things in Christ, the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him.” If
Christ as life is not able to shine forth from the church to be the light of the nations,
all the things of creation will have no way to be headed up in Him. When the
nations walk by the light of the city, there will be no harm to men and no damage to
things. At that time the earth will be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah (Isa. 11:9),
and all things will be headed up in Christ.

Because God is the source of life, He recovers the oneness of the universe by
entering into man to be man’s life. First, He became a man, a part of “all things”
which will be headed up in Christ. He then imparted His life into believers, making
them the constituents of the church, and He works in them so that they can shine
Him forth as light to all things. Through the shining, all things will walk in the
light, be in one accord, and be headed up in Christ. Hence, the condition of oneness
in the universe is altogether related to life and death, light and darkness.
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At the top of the New Jerusalem, Christ is the Head with God in Him as the
content. From Him flows the river of life with the tree of life to supply all His sons,
and the redeemed ones as the sons of God are filled with life (Rev. 22:1-2). The whole
city shines out this life as light, and the nations, representing the whole universe,
walk in the light of this city. Because Christ is at the top of the city as the Head, all
things are headed up in Christ through the Body, the church, which consummates
in the New Jerusalem. At that time the entire universe will be in harmony, and there
will be no more death and, thus, no more darkness and no more confusion. Within,
the city is full of life, and without, it is full of light. The whole environment surround-
ing the city will be under the regulation of this light. Then the entire universe will
be headed up in Christ through the church. This will be the full manifestation of
Christ being Head over all things to the church, which is His Body.

From Christ as the Head at the top of the New Jerusalem flows the bountiful life
to supply us all. We are filled with this life, and spontaneously we shine out this
life as light to the whole environment. Then all the surrounding nations, represent-
ing the entire universe, walk in this light and are controlled under this light. Thus,
they will have real harmony. All things will be headed up in Christ through the
church. This is the consummation of God’s eternal purpose.

Within the city there is the life, but outside the city there is only the shining.
All the nations are under the shining, but they do not have the life. The life is only
in the city, and this life is God Himself imparted to all of His children. By this life
they are full of light, and this light will shine through them to bring all creation out
of darkness, confusion, and the bondage of corruption in vanity into the order of the
manifestation of the sons of God.

Even today this can be realized among us to some degree. When we are filled
with Christ under His headship, light shines out of us, and others are under the
enlightening of this light. This is a foretaste and a miniature of the coming consum-
mation.

The Light of Life Keeping Everything in Order

The holy city will be illumined by the shining of God Himself. Revelation 21:24
says, “The nations will walk by its light.” This reminds us of Isaiah 2:5, which says,
“House of Jacob, come and let us walk in the light of Jehovah.” Light preserves one-
ness and rules out disorder. The light in the New Jerusalem will control, rule, guide,
and keep everything in order. Hence, it will preserve the oneness.

Where life is, there light is also. John 1:4 says, “In Him was life, and the life was
the light of men.” This light is the light of life (8:12). In Revelation 21 we have both
life and light. Because the New Jerusalem is saturated with light, it has no need
for the light of the sun. In the New Jerusalem we will have the glory of the Triune
God as our shining light. In the new heaven and new earth with the New Jerusalem,
there will be no night, no death, and no darkness. Instead, there will be life and
light. This will cause everything to rise up and be in good order.

Life regulates, and light controls. In the church life we do not have regulations,
but we do have the regulating life and the controlling light. When the church is full
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of life, it is also full of light. Then everyone in the church is regulated by the inward
life, not by outward rules, and everyone is controlled and kept in order by the light
of life. Here in life and in light, we are headed up. In Revelation 21 we see the Head,
the Body surrounding the Head, and all the nations walking in the light of the city
(v. 24). This will cause the new heaven and the new earth to be a bright sphere.
Therefore, in the new heaven and the new earth with the New Jerusalem as the
center, all things will be headed up in Christ, thereby fulfilling the heading up of all
things in Christ spoken of in Ephesians 1:10.

In order for this to take place, we need the dispensing of life. The life that is dis-
pensed into us eventually becomes the light of men. In the dispensation of the
fullness of the times, all the nations will walk in the light of the city. This means
that there will be no death, no darkness, no corruption, and no confusion. Instead,
everything will be in order, headed up under Christ, the unique Head, to express
the Triune God in eternity. This heading up of all things will be an eternal expres-
sion of the Triune God. Today’s church life is a foretaste of this. It is a miniature of
the new heaven, the new earth, and the New Jerusalem. As those in the miniature,
we are enjoying the dispensing of life with light, and we are being headed up in
Christ.

All Things Being Headed Up through the Church and for the Church

God needs a group of people who live in His life and allow His life to shine forth
from them in order to bring all things into the light of life to be headed up in Christ.
Even though God’s life is in us, if the light of life cannot be diffused out from us,
we can never arrive at the oneness. When the life of the Head passes through the
church, His Body, and reaches all things, all things become headed up in Christ.
Where there is the life of the Head, there is the authority of the Head and also one-
ness.

Ephesians 1:10 speaks of the heading up of all things, and 4:13 speaks of the
church arriving at the oneness. The church arrives at the oneness, and then all
things are headed up. When the church arrives at the oneness of the faith and of
the full knowledge of the Son of God, all things will be headed up, the church will
become transparent, and the light of life within the church will be fully diffused.
The light that is diffused shines on all things in order that all things may be in the
light. In this way all things are headed up.

God Himself is the life of the church. God’s life operates in the church and shines
forth from the church to be light to the nations; this is how He heads up all things.
Hence, the heading up of all things is through the church. When we have God in
Christ as life to us, life becomes the shining light. Eventually the entire environment,
the whole universe, will walk in the light of the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:11, 23-24).
Under the control of this light, the whole universe, the whole of creation, will be in
harmony.

All Creation Being Brought into Order
under the Shining of the New Jerusalem

The New Jerusalem is composed of many members, represented by the twelve
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tribes and the twelve apostles (vv. 12, 14), but they all are one. All the arguing,
debating, and fighting will have been swallowed up by life and light. Death will be
entirely swallowed up, and all darkness will be chased away by light. Therefore,
everyone in the New Jerusalem will be wholly in oneness.

Today, physically speaking, millions of people are walking under the sun by day
and under electrical light by night, but spiritually speaking, they are walking in
darkness. Yet for eternity in the New Jerusalem the nations will walk in the light
of the holy city. God will work out such a city. One day the New Jerusalem will be
completed with God shining through this city upon all the rest of creation. This is
the age in which God is working to save people and build them up to produce the
New dJerusalem as the universal lampstand that holds Christ as the lamp with God
within Him as the light. God will shine on all creation through this universal lamp-
stand, and by this shining, this enlightening, God will bring all things into order.
All creation will be brought into the order of the manifestation of the sons of God.

God has a process to carry out. He has much work to do in the church. He needs
to work Himself into us as life so that we may be full of light and be controlled by
this light. Then we will have the oneness, the harmony, and this will be the real
building up. It is by this building that God will shine out and shine upon all crea-
tion to bring them out of confusion, the slavery of corruption, and vanity. That time
will be the fullness of the times. It will be the time that all creation will be liberated,
because death will have been swallowed up. After the end of the coming millennial
kingdom, the ancient serpent and death will be cast into the lake of fire (20:10, 14).
Death will be the last enemy to be dealt with by God (1 Cor. 15:26, 54). After death is
dealt with, the universe will be full of light. Under this light all creation will be freed
from the slavery of corruption and liberated from vanity and brought into the free-
dom of the glory of the sons of God, which is the shining of the New Jerusalem. The
shining of the New Jerusalem is the manifestation, the glory, of the sons of God. All
the nations will be brought into this shining, and they will walk in this light and be
controlled by this light. There will be no more confusion; hence, there will be no
more vanity and slavery of corruption. Creation will be completely released from the
slavery of corruption and will be brought into the freedom of the glory of the holy
city.

All this depends on the work of God within and through us. God must work out
this city as a corporate vessel that He may be life in every way to us and shine
through us as light upon the whole creation. Today God is working Himself into
us as life. Therefore, we need to be dealt with, and we need to be permeated and
saturated with God. Then we will be full of light, and under this light we will be
controlled, have oneness and harmony, be built up, and become the universal vessel
through which God will head up all things under the shining of His Body.

God must first work in the church until the church is full of life inwardly and is
entirely subject to the Head. Then the church will be one and will arrive at the one-
ness (Eph. 4:13). After God has worked thoroughly in the church, the restoration of
all things will begin. God’s work begins with the church and then spreads outward,
passing through the church to all things. The church arrives at the oneness through
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the church’s arriving at the full knowledge of the Son of God. All things will be en-
lightened by the light that shines out through the oneness of the church, all will
know Jehovah in the light of the oneness of the church (cf. Isa. 11:9), and all will be
brought under the Head to arrive at the oneness.

When life has completely finished its work in the church, the church will be the
New Jerusalem. God’s light will then shine forth through the New Jerusalem,
bringing all things into the light. At that time darkness will be dispelled and death
will have no place. The life of God is in the church and shines forth from the church.
Eventually, the nations will walk by the light of life, which the church has received;
however, the universe itself will not receive the life of God. Today in the church, the
condition of some brothers and sisters may be compared to the center of the new
universe, the New Jerusalem, which shines forth the life of God, but the condition
of others may be compared to the surrounding nations, which receive the shining
and influence of the New Jerusalem.

Every one of us in the church is responsible for allowing the Lord to work and
shine in us and to be diffused through us. For us to be mature in life, we must let the
cross break us, provide God the opportunity to deal with us, and allow Christ’s life
to have the ground in us. Only when Christ is able to diffuse Himself out through
us will we be mature. In that day the nations will walk by our light and be brought
under the authority of God through our shining. At that time, all things will be
headed up in Christ. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 4457-4469)
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