
ASPECTS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE AND CHURCH LIFE
SEEN IN THE NEW JERUSALEM

(Lord’s Day—First Morning Session)

Message Seven

The Triune God
as Our Constitution, Existence,

Enjoyment, Living, and Expression

Scripture Reading—Rev. 21:11, 18-21, 23-25; 22:1-2, 5, 14, 19

I. The three kinds of precious materials for the building of the holy city sig-
nify that the Triune God is the triune constitution of the New Jerusalem—
Rev. 21:18-21:

A. Gold signif ies God the Father in His holy nature as the base of God’s organic
building—vv. 18, 21:
1. We need to partake of and be constituted with the holy and divine nature of

God, the divine element of the New Jerusalem—Eph. 1:4; 2 Pet. 1:4.
2. We need to do everything according to the divine nature of God, taking the

divine nature as our pathway, to be under the ruling of God’s golden admin-
istration—Rev. 21:21; 22:1; cf. 1 Kings 10:18:
a. The divine life f lowing in the divine nature is the unique way for our

daily life and for our move in the Lord’s move—cf. Eph. 4:29; Rev. 22:1.
b. We need to practice the divine fellowship based upon the golden nature

within us—1 John 1:3.
B. Pearls signify the issue of Christ’s secretion in two aspects—His redeeming and

life-releasing death and His life-dispensing resurrection—Rev. 21:21:
1. We need to preach regeneration through the death-overcoming and life-

secreting Christ as the entrance into the holy city—1 Pet. 1:3, 23.
2. We need to remain under the killing of the Lord’s death so that His resurrec-

tion life may be imparted through us into others—Col. 1:24; 2 Cor. 4:10-12.
C. Precious stones signify the Spirit’s work to transform the redeemed and regen-

erated saints for the building of God’s eternal habitation that they may express
God corporately in His all-permeating glory—Rev. 21:18-20:
1. Transformation is not an outward change or correction but a spiritual

metabolism; it is the metabolic function of the life of God in the believers—
Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18, 16.

2. For the church life there is the need of the transformed human virtues, which
have been strengthened and enriched by the divine attributes—Rom. 12:2-3;
Eph. 4:1-3.

3. We must learn to minister the Triune God to others for their transformation
by perfecting them with the attributes of the Triune God—1 Cor. 3:10, 12;
S. S. 1:10-11.

II. The river of water of life proceeding out of the throne of God and of the
Lamb signifies that the Triune God is the triune existence of the New
Jerusalem—Rev. 22:1:
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A. The application of the New Jerusalem in its triune existence is described in
Ephesians 4:4-6—one Body, one Spirit, one Lord, and one God and Father.

B. These verses show us how the Body of Christ exists with the Father, the Lord,
and the Spirit as a foretaste of the existence of the New Jerusalem in eternity:
1. We are existing with God the Father as the source of the Body, allowing Him

to be over us, through us, and in us—v. 6; Luke 8:15; Rom. 8:11.
2. We are existing with the Lord Christ as the element of the Body, living Him,

existing by Him, through the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ
for His magnif ication in our existence—Eph. 4:5; Phil. 1:19-21a.

3. We are existing with the Spirit as the essence of the Body (Eph. 4:4)—walk-
ing by the Spirit (Gal. 5:25), serving by the Spirit (Phil. 3:3), drinking the
Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13), being transformed by the Spirit (2 Cor. 3:18), and being
strengthened and enriched by the sevenfold intensif ied Spirit (Rev. 4:5; 5:6)
for the Body life, which will consummate in the New Jerusalem.

III. The Triune God—the Father as the light of life, the Son as the tree of life,
and the Spirit as the river of life—is the triune enjoyment of the New
Jerusalem—cf. Psa. 36:8-9:

A. God as the light shines from within the Lamb as the lamp through the New
Jerusalem as the diffuser—Rev. 21:23-25, 11; 22:5:
1. We need to keep our heart pure and single for God so that our whole inner

being will be illuminated, full of light without any dark part—Matt. 5:8;
6:22-23; Luke 11:34-36.

2. For the building up of the Body of Christ, we need to walk and live under
the divine, redeeming, shining light through the word of God—Isa. 50:10-11;
1 John 1:5-7; Psa. 119:105, 130; Rom. 13:11-14.

3. We need to shine as luminaries in the world, letting our light shine before
men in all goodness, righteousness, and truth for His glory—Phil. 2:15;
Matt. 5:14-16; Eph. 5:8-9, 14; Isa. 58:7-8; 60:1-5.

4. We need to be one with Christ as the light of the Gentiles so that His salva-
tion may reach to the end of the earth for Him to come again as the Desire of
all the nations—Acts 13:46-47; Eph. 3:9; Hag. 2:7; Matt. 24:14.

B. The enjoyment of Christ as the tree of life will be the eternal portion of all God’s
redeemed—Rev. 22:14, cf. v. 19:
1. The tree of life signif ies God as life to man and declares that God offers

Himself to man in an edible form—Gen. 2:9; John 6:35, 57; Rev. 2:7.
2. We are not only the eaters of this tree, enjoying the continually fresh fruit,

but also the branches of this tree, abiding in Him to enjoy the life-juice—
22:2; John 15:5.

C. The river of water of life is the f lowing out of the Triune God—the Spirit as the
ultimate consummation of the processed Triune God reaching His redeemed
people for their enjoyment—Rev. 22:1:
1. To contact God the Spirit with our spirit is to drink of the living water, which

is to render real worship to God—John 4:10, 14, 24; Isa. 12:2-6.
2. By drinking the living water, we become the New Jerusalem, the totality of

the eternal life, the destination of the f lowing Triune God—John 4:14b.
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IV. The Triune God—the Father as the source of life, the Son as the tree of
life, and the Spirit as the flow of life—is the triune living of the New
Jerusalem—Rev. 22:1-2:

A. We need to live out the Father as the source of life on the throne—John 5:26:
1. We need to take God the Father as our source with His redeeming element

and with the element of His divine authority so that we may enjoy the f low
of life for our organic salvation—Rev. 22:1; Rom. 5:10.

2. We need to live out the Father as love and as light by keeping ourselves in
the fellowship of the divine life, the inner f low of the divine life—1 John
4:8, 16; 1:5, 2-3.

B. We need to live out the Son as the life and life supply, the tree of life—Rev. 22:2;
2:7; John 14:6:
1. We need to learn to take Christ as everything for His magnif ication—Phil.

1:19-21a; 2:5; 3:8-9, 13-14, 20-21; 4:8, 11-13.
2. We need to call upon His name to enjoy His riches as our supply—Rom. 10:12;

Phil. 1:19; S. S. 1:3.
C. We need to live out the Spirit as the bountiful supply of the processed and con-

summated Triune God, the f low of life—Rev. 22:1; Phil. 1:19:
1. The f low of the river of water of life in the New Jerusalem illustrates the

fellowship of life, which is the f low of the eternal life within the believers—
1 John 1:2-4; 1 Cor. 1:9; 12:24; Rev. 22:1.

2. The f low of the river of water of life is the one stream of the Lord’s work for
His one move through His one ministry to produce and build up His one
Body for His one testimony—v. 1; cf. 1 Cor. 16:10; 4:17; Acts 2:42.

V. The Triune God—the Father as the source of the divine riches, the Son as
the embodiment of the divine riches, and the Spirit as the realization of
the divine riches—is the triune expression of the New Jerusalem—Rev.
21:18-21; 22:1-2:

A. The expression of God the Father as the source of the divine riches is His com-
municable glory in His rich life—21:11, 21:
1. The first layer of the wall’s foundation and the entire wall are built of jasper,

signifying that the whole city bears the appearance of God for God’s glory,
His corporate expression—vv. 18, 11; 4:3a.

2. The work of the apostles, who are signif ied by the twelve foundations, is
“layer upon layer” and leads to the unique appearance of jasper, the appear-
ance of God in Christ—21:14, 19-20.

B. The expression of God the Son as the embodiment of the divine riches is in His
person and with His work:
1. The Lamb as the redeeming One is the lamp for the expression of God as

the light through the city as the light-bearer to express Him as the glory—
22:5; 21:23, 11.

2. The work of Christ’s death and resurrection, signif ied by the pearls (v. 21),
is a “double cure” that saves us from the guilt of sin through His blood and
from the power of sin in His life—John 19:34; Hymns, #1058, stanza 1.
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C. The expression of God the Spirit as the realization of the divine riches is in
His all-inclusiveness as the consummation of the processed Triune God:
1. The all-inclusive Spirit as the river of water of life f lows with God, with the

Lamb, with the throne, with the divine nature as the divine way, and with
all the unsearchable riches of Christ to saturate our entire being—Rev.
22:1-2.

2. The Christian life must be a life in the Spirit, by the Spirit, and with the
Spirit, issuing in the fruit of the Spirit, with all the divine attributes ex-
pressed in human virtues—Gal. 5:16, 22-23, 25.

Excerpts from the Ministry:

THE TRIUNE ENJOYMENT

[The triune enjoyment] is the most crucial aspect of the application of the New
Jerusalem. According to the record in Revelation 21 and 22 the main stress of the
New Jerusalem’s application to us is the aspect of the triune enjoyment. The enjoy-
ment of the New Jerusalem is of the Triune God, the very Godhead of the Trinity.
The items of our triune enjoyment are the divine light (Rev. 21:23a; 22:5), the divine
river (Rev. 22:1), and the divine tree (Rev. 22:2a, 14; Gen. 2:9).

Any type of beautiful scenery needs light, a river, and trees. The earth lives by
these three items. If there were no light, no water, and no trees, there would be no
life. Also, we ourselves live by light, by water, and by food. These three items are
necessities to the earth and to us human beings. In the same way, the New Jeru-
salem will live by God as light, by God as water, and by God as food.

In the Divine Light

Light refers to God the Father. First John 1:5 tells us that God is light, and
according to the context of this verse, God mainly refers to God the Father. While love
is the nature of God’s intrinsic essence, light is the nature of God’s outward expres-
sion. In the New Jerusalem light refers to God Himself to illuminate the entire city
for His expression. Revelation 21:23 tells us that the city has no need of the sun or
of the moon. This indicates that in the new heaven and the new earth the sun and
moon will still be there. The fact that the tree of life in the New Jerusalem yields its
fruit each month also indicates that in the new heaven and new earth the moon will
still be there to divide the twelve months. The sun will also be there to separate day
and night into periods of twelve hours each. Isaiah 30:26 tells us that in the coming
days, “the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun
shall be sevenfold.” In the New Jerusalem, however, there will be no need of the sun or
of the moon. The light in the city will be God Himself as the light of life (John 1:4;
8:12). Since such a divine light will illumine the holy city, it has no need of any other
light, whether created by God or made by man (Rev. 22:5). The God-created and
man-made lights will not be needed in the New Jerusalem because we have God,
who is much brighter than the sun and the moon and even more bright than the
man-made lamps.

God as the divine light, the light of life, is contained in the Lamb as the lamp (Rev.
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21:23b). An electrical light always needs a bulb or a lamp to contain it; otherwise,
there is the possibility of a person being electrocuted. In the New Jerusalem, the
redeeming Lamb is the lamp, and God is within Him as the light. This indicates
that without the redeeming Christ to contain the divine light, the divine light would
“kill” us. With the redeeming Christ as the lamp, however, the divine light does not
kill us; it illumines us. The killing becomes a kind of enlightening through the re-
demption of Christ. First Timothy 6:16 tells us that God dwells in unapproachable
light. In Christ, though, God becomes approachable. Outside of Christ, God’s shining
is a kind of killing, but inside of Christ, God’s shining is a kind of illumination.
Since the day we were saved, we began to enjoy God as the divine light in the re-
deeming Christ illumining us all the time. Even today we should enjoy God in this
way.

Today we Christians actually have God Himself within Christ as our light. We do
not need philosophy, the human-made light, and we do not need ethical teachings
such as that of Confucius. We do not need any kind of religious teaching, because
we have God Himself within us. Do you need someone to tell you to love your par-
ents? Do you not have a divine light in you all day long shining within you to let you
know that you have to honor your parents? We have to realize, though, that Paul
still tells us to honor our father and mother (Eph. 6:2). If all Christians have God as
the light within them, why does the New Testament still teach many things?
Beginning in Ephesians 5:22 through 6:9 Paul unveils the kind of living needed in
ethical relationships. He talks about the relationship between wife and husband,
between children and parents, and between slaves and masters. These charges are
not given in the first chapter of Ephesians, but in the last two chapters. Before
giving us this kind of teaching, Paul says in Ephesians 5:14, “Wherefore He says,
Awake sleeper, and arise from among the dead, and Christ shall shine on you.” The
New Testament does not reveal the teaching to us first, but the divine light. Because
we are still in the old creation, we still need this teaching. When we get to the New
Jerusalem, however, there will be nothing old, and there will be no teaching there.
If we would care for the new creation and the inner anointing all the time, there
would be no need of teaching. Because we are in the old creation, however, many
times we need some teaching to remind us to awake from our sleep.

According to the principle of the new creation, we have God in us as light. In Him
there is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5). When you are fellowshipping with God, you
do not need any other light. As long as you have Him, He is the very light to you, and
you do not need any teaching or doctrine. As long as you have the very God who is
light to you in your fellowship with Him, there is no need of anything else.

In the New Jerusalem gold symbolizes God’s divine nature, and light refers to
His divine shining. This shining is in the redeeming Lamb as the lamp to hold the
divine light for our benefit that we may enjoy God as the shining One in the redeem-
ing Christ. Revelation 21:11 indicates that God as the light shines through the New
Jerusalem. This verse tells us that “her light was like a most precious stone, as a
jasper stone, clear as crystal.” The word for “light” in this verse is “luminary” or
“light-bearer” in the Greek. The entire wall of the New Jerusalem is built with jasper
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(Rev. 21:18), and the light of the New Jerusalem is like jasper stone, bearing the
appearance of God (Rev. 4:3) to express God by her shining. God in the redeeming
Lamb is the light, and the entire city is a luminary, a great light-bearer. This means
that God as the divine light shines within and through the redeeming Christ, and
this shining enlightens the entire city. Then the entire city becomes a light-bearer.
This bearing of God’s light becomes an expression, and this expression is God’s
goal. This is why Revelation 21:11 also tells us that the holy city has the glory of
God. Glory is God expressed. In the New Jerusalem God is light, and His shining is
His glory. The shining is the coming out of the light, so when God shines in the city,
God is expressed in glory, first in Christ and through Christ and then in the city and
through the saints. God is the light, Christ is the containing lamp, and the city’s
wall bears the divine light to express God.

We need to apply this picture to our daily life. Today we have God in the redeeming
Christ shining within us, and we are being transformed to be transparent. In our old
creation we are opaque, but in our new creation we are transparent. Second Corin-
thians 3:18 says we are being transformed into His image from one degree of glory
to another degree of glory. Eventually we will have the appearance of jasper and
will fully express the “jasper God” (Rev. 4:3).

A certain saint may be a very good person, but he may still be opaque and not
transparent because he remains in the old creation so much. Because of this, not
much transformation has transpired in his being. When you are with another saint,
though, you may sense that with him everything is transparent since he has expe-
rienced much transformation in life. Many times when you come to a certain brother,
you cannot get any light. Your coming to another brother, however, may bring you
into the light. Even before he begins to talk to you, you are in the light. When you are
home, you are in darkness. But when you come to this dear saint, your coming
means light to you. When you come to him everything is clear, darkness is gone, and
there is light. Opaqueness is over, and everything is transparent. We all need to be
transformed to such an extent that we are full of light and transparent.

In the Bible darkness is a type of punishment. God punished the Egyptians with
a thick darkness for three days (Exo. 10:22), and in the future God will punish the
Antichrist and his kingdom with darkness (Rev. 16:10). Part of the enjoyment in
the New Jerusalem is that there will be no night. The city will be full of light, and
this light is God the Father. He will not only be the nature of the New Jerusalem, but
He will also be the shining light as an enjoyment to the entire city. The first enjoy-
ment in the New Jerusalem is God as our light. Our experience today is the same.
When we are left in darkness, this is a real punishment. When we open our entire
being to Him, however, we are in the light, and the light is God Himself enjoyed by
us in our daily life. This is the f irst aspect of the triune enjoyment.

In the Divine River

The second aspect of the triune enjoyment is the river of water of life (Rev. 22:1).
This river refers to the Spirit as the consummation of the Triune God. John 7:38-39
indicates that the rivers of living water refer to the Spirit. In Revelation 22:1 is the
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throne of God (the Father) and of the Lamb (the Son) out of which f lows the river of
the water of life (the Spirit). God, the Lamb, and the water of life refer to the Trinity.
The river is the f lowing of the Triune God and the consummate coming out of God.
When God f lows out, He becomes the river of water of life. When the Triune God
reaches you, He is the living water. (See notes 12—15 in Rev. 22—Recovery Version.)

This f lowing river is the ultimate consummation of the Triune God reaching
you. God on the throne in the Lamb reaches the entire city as the f lowing river.
Today God reaches us by being the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b). God the Father
made an eternal plan (Eph. 3:11), He sent the Son, and the Son came with Him (John
8:29) to accomplish His plan on the cross. While He was accomplishing God’s plan on
the cross, blood and water issued out of His side (John 19:34). This was typified in the
Old Testament by the cleft rock f lowing out the living water (Exo. 17:6). The water
signif ies the ultimate consummation of the Triune God reaching His redeemed
people. In Revelation 22 God in the Lamb f lows as the living water to reach His
redeemed people.

Revelation 22:1 says, “And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.”
Many Christians have never paid adequate attention to this last phrase—“in the
middle of its street.” The river f lows out of the throne, but it f lows in the middle
of the street. Revelation 21:21 tells us that the street of the city is pure gold. With-
out the street, the river cannot f low. If there is no street, there is no river. The
street in the New Jerusalem is the very riverbed of this f lowing river. The street
being gold indicates that the way in the New Jerusalem is God’s divine nature. The
Christian way for the Christian life is God’s divine nature. We should dress accord-
ing to God’s divine nature, behave ourselves according to God’s divine nature, talk
to others according to God’s divine nature, and deal with our spouse according to
God’s divine nature. The highway of our Christian life is God’s divine nature, which
is the street of the entire city.

If the street is there, in the middle of the street f lows the river. According to our
experience, if we do not behave and live according to God’s divine nature, we feel
dried up within, and we do not sense the f low of life within us. We have the f low of
the water of life within us when we are living, behaving, and having our life accord-
ing to God’s divine nature. If you do not walk in the divine nature as the divine
street, you are dried up because there is no riverbed for the f low of the street. There
is the need of a riverbed so the river can f low in and through our inner being. This
corresponds with our daily experience.

The light of the New Jerusalem is God the Father, and the river is God the Spirit.
This Spirit can only f low in the middle of the divine nature. It cannot f low in the
human nature. Obviously, God the Spirit cannot f low in anything sinful. Also, He
cannot even f low in your natural, human nature. He can only f low in the divine
nature. When you live the divine nature and have your daily life in the divine nature,
that divine nature becomes an excellent riverbed for the Holy Spirit to f low through.
This is a crucial matter. Sometimes you may wonder where the f low of life within
you is. You may feel that every day you are a “dried up” Christian. The reason why
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you are dried up is that you do not know how to lead a life according to the divine
nature. You must make a decision that from now on as a child of God with His
divine nature, you will live, behave, and do everything according to this divine
nature. If you do this, you will immediately have the sense that you are no longer
dried up but that a river is f lowing within you.

For God the Father to be our light, we need the redeeming Christ, and for God
the Spirit to be our river, we need the divine nature. The divine light is contained
in the redeeming Christ, and the divine river is f lowing in the divine nature. With-
out the redeeming Christ, you cannot take and enjoy God as the shining light.
Without the divine nature, there is no way for the Holy Spirit to f low in you. You
need both the redeeming Christ and the divine nature. Praise the Lord that we are
the partakers of the divine nature and that we also have the redeeming Christ. We
have the full right and privilege to enjoy the divine light and to claim the divine f low.
Both the divine light, God the Father, and the divine f low, God the Spirit, are our
portion even today. We must apply God the Father as the divine light in the redeem-
ing Christ, and we must apply God the Spirit as the f lowing river in the divine
nature. This kind of revelation is much higher than any kind of ethical teaching. By
the Lord’s mercy, we are here under this revelation. This river f lows in the divine
street, and the street spirals down the golden mountain until it reaches all twelve
gates. This means that the river saturates the New Jerusalem, carrying the tree of
life with its fruit to nourish the city (Rev. 22:2a, 14).

In the Divine Tree

Where the divine river goes, the tree of life grows (Rev. 22:2). The tree of life sig-
nif ies God Himself in Christ as the life supply to us (Gen. 2:9; John 1:4; 14:6). God
the Father is the divine light, God the Spirit is the divine river, and God the Son is the
divine tree, the very embodiment of the Triune God as life. After God created man,
He prepared a garden and put the man whom He had formed into that garden. Many
trees were there, and among these trees one particular tree stood out—the tree of
life (Gen. 2:9). This tree is the very embodiment of life. According to the divine reve-
lation, only God Himself is life in the entire universe. This God who is life is abso-
lutely embodied in Christ (Col. 2:9). Christ is the tree of life, and in this tree of life
is the full enjoyment of all the riches of life. Revelation 22:2 tells us that the tree of
life yields its fruit each month. Every month there is a crop. The tree of life produces
twelve fruits to be our life supply. This depicts that today our Triune God embodied
in Christ is our enjoyment. The fruits of the tree of life, as our life supply, will be the
food of God’s redeemed for eternity. They will be continually fresh, produced every
month, twelve fruits yearly.

The tree of life was closed to the fallen man by God’s glory, righteousness, and
holiness until Christ’s death fulf illed all the divine requirements. Through Christ’s
death, the tree of life is open again and available to all the sinners who would
believe in Him and take Him as their Savior and life. Then they, as the believers in
Christ, have the privilege to drink His Spirit as the water of life. In Revelation
22:14 is a promise of the tree of life, and in Revelation 22:17 is a calling to the water
of life. We have answered the calling and we are now enjoying the promise.
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The Triune Enjoyment Today

We all need to be enjoying God the Father as the light, God the Spirit as the
river, and God the Son as the tree in a daily way. When you enjoy the Triune God in
this way, you become “the most beautiful scenery.” When a sister sees her husband
enjoying God the Father as light, God the Spirit as the f lowing river, and God the
Son as the tree of life, she can see that her husband is “beautiful scenery.” Light is
with him, the river is f lowing in him, and the tree is growing in him. If there is no
light, no river, and no tree, there is nothing but desolation. In some Christian
homes that I visited, I saw this desolation. I could not see the light, the river, or the
tree. Quite often, though, when I entered into a saint’s home, I had the full realiza-
tion that the light was there, the river was f lowing, and Christ was growing there.

Many times when I visit a certain church, I can see that it is full of light, full
of the f lowing river, and full of the tree of life. If this is the case, the church is full of
beautiful scenery. It is beautiful, comfortable, and enjoyable. If the church in a cer-
tain locality is not enjoyable, this is because the light is dim, and the river and the
tree are absent. A kind of desolation may exist in a particular church. Our hope,
though, is that every church in the Lord’s recovery would be full of beautiful scenery
with these three divine things—the divine light shining, the divine river f lowing,
and the divine tree growing. The divine light is shining to enlighten us, the river is
f lowing to saturate and supply us, and the tree is growing to be our life supply and
meet our every need. Today we can enjoy such a Triune God, and this Triune God
will be our triune enjoyment in full in the New Jerusalem. (God’s New Testament
Economy, pp. 437-445)
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