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Message Four
The Need for God’s People to Seek the Lord’s Direction 

and Have the Lord’s Presence
to Display His Victory for the Building Up of His Body

and the Spreading of His Kingdom

Scripture Reading: Matt. 1:5; Josh. 6:22-26; 7:1-6, 10-15, 20-21; 9:14

I. When the two spies came to Jericho, Rahab (who was both 
a harlot and a Canaan ite) contacted them and was willing to 
receive them, hide them, and deliver them by acts that issued 
out of her faith (Josh. 2:1b-7, 15-16, 22; James 2:25); she be-
lieved in the God of Israel and declared, “Jehovah your God, 
He is God in heaven above and upon earth beneath” (Josh. 
2:11b):
A. Jehovah provided Rahab the harlot to Joshua for the gaining 

of the land; because of her faith in God, she “did not perish with 
those who were disobedient” (Heb. 11:31); she turned to Israel and 
their God, and she trusted in Him and His people (Josh. 2:12-13).

B. The sign for Rahab and her house to be saved was for her to hang 
a line of scarlet thread in the window of her house (vv. 18, 21); 
the scarlet thread tied in the window typifies an open confession 
of the redeeming blood of Christ (1 Pet. 1:18-19); she believed 
that by this sign she and her household would be delivered.

C. Although Rahab was a condemned Canaanite and a prostitute in 
Jericho (Josh. 2:1), a place cursed by God for eternity (6:26), after 
she turned to God and to God’s people (vv. 22-25; Heb. 11:30-31), 
she married Salmon (Matt. 1:5), the son of a leader of Judah, a 
leading tribe of Israel (1 Chron. 2:10-11), and probably one of the 
two spies; then she brought forth Boaz, a godly man, out of whom 
Christ came, and she became associated with Christ in His in-
carnation for the fulfillment of God’s eternal economy (Matt. 1:5).

D. This shows that regardless of our background, if we turn to God 
and His people and are joined to the proper person among God’s 
people (not in a physical sense but in a spiritual sense), we will 
bring forth proper fruit and participate in the enjoyment of the 
birthright of Christ—Exo. 24:13; 33:11; Num. 27:18; Deut. 34:9; 
Josh. 1:1; 2 Kings 2:2-15; Phil. 2:19-23; 1 Cor. 4:17.

II. After the destruction of Jericho, Israel was defeated at Ai; at 
Jericho, according to God’s economy, Joshua sent out spies, 
not for fighting but to gain Rahab; but at Ai, because Israel 
had lost the presence of the Lord (Josh. 7:12c), Joshua sent 
out spies for fighting (vv. 2-3):
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A. The report of the spies to Joshua concerning Ai indicates that 
Israel had set God aside; instead of asking God what they should 
do against Ai, they forgot God and cared only for themselves; at 
that time they were not one with God but acted on their own, 
without seeking the Lord’s direction and without having the 
Lord’s presence; Israel was separated from God because of their 
sin—vv. 1-5, 12c:
1. The secret of Israel’s defeat at Ai was that they had lost God’s 

presence and were no longer one with God; after this defeat 
Joshua learned the lesson of staying with the Lord before the 
Ark (v. 6); eventually, the Lord came in to speak to him and 
to tell him what to do (vv. 10-15).

2. The spiritual lesson to be learned from this account is that 
we, the people of God, should always be one with our God, 
who is not only among us but also in us, making us men with 
God—God-men.

3. As God-men, we should practice being one with the Lord, 
walking with Him, living with Him, and having our entire 
being with Him; this is the way to walk as a Chris tian, to fight 
as a child of God, and to build up the Body of Christ.

4. If we have the Lord’s presence, we have wisdom, insight, fore-
sight, and the inner knowledge concerning things; the Lord’s 
presence is everything to us—2 Cor. 2:10; 4:6-7; Gal. 5:25; 
Gen. 5:22-24; Heb. 11:5-6.

B. If we would enter, possess, and enjoy the all-inclusive Christ 
as the reality of the good land, we must do so by the presence 
of  the Lord; the Lord promised Moses, “My presence shall go 
with you, and I will give you rest” (Exo. 33:14); God’s presence 
is His way, the “map” that shows His people the way they should 
take:
1. In order for us to fully gain and possess Christ as the all- 

inclusive land for God’s building, we must hold on to this 
prin ciple: God’s presence is the criterion for every matter; 
regardless of what we do, we must pay attention to whether 
or not we have God’s presence; if we have God’s presence, we 
have every thing, but if we lose God’s presence, we lose every-
thing—Matt. 1:23; 2 Tim. 4:22; Gal. 6:18; Psa. 27:4, 8; 51:11; 
2 Cor. 2:10; Ezek. 48:35.
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2. The presence of the Lord, the smile of the Lord, is the gov-
erning principle; we must learn to be kept, to be ruled, to be 
governed, and to be guided, not by His secondhand presence 
but by the direct, firsthand presence of the Lord; His precious 
presence is the power for us to possess the all-inclusive Christ 
as the reality of the good land f lowing with milk and honey—
Exo. 3:8; 25:30; Deut. 26:9; Ezek. 20:6.

3. “In my youth I was taught various ways to overcome, to be 
victorious, to be holy, and to be spiritual. However, not any 
of these ways worked. Eventually, through more than sixty- 
eight years of experience, I have found out that nothing works 
but the Lord’s presence. His being with us is everything”—
Life-study of Joshua, p. 48.

C. When the Israelites entered into the land of Canaan and gained 
the victory over Jericho, the first person to commit sin was Achan; 
the intrinsic, spiritual significance and divine view of Achan’s 
serious sin was his coveting a beautiful Babylonian garment 
(Shinar is the area that was later called Babylon) in his seeking 
to improve himself, to make himself look better for the sake of 
appearance—Josh. 7:21:
1. Ananias and Sapphira, who lied to the Holy Spirit, sinned in 

the same principle—this is the principle of Babylon, which is 
hypocrisy—Acts 5:1-11; Rev. 17:4, 6; Matt. 23:13-36:
a. They did not love the Lord very much, but they wanted to 

be looked upon as those who greatly loved the Lord; they 
were just pretending; God’s children need to be delivered 
from pretending before men.

b. They were not willing to offer everything cheerfully to 
God, but before man they acted as if they had offered all; 
whenever we put on a garment that does not match our 
actual condition, we are in the principle of Babylon—6:1-6; 
15:7-8.

2. Everything done in falsehood to receive glory from man is 
done in the principle of the harlot, not in the principle of the 
bride; false consecration and spirituality are sins, but true 
worship is in spirit and truthfulness; may God make us true 
men—Rev. 17:4-5; 19:7-9; Luke 12:1; 1 Cor. 2:9-10; 2 Cor. 2:10; 
5:14-15; John 4:23-24.



 JOSHUA

Message Four (continuation)

3. “It is not how man sees that matters; for man looks on the 
outward appearance, but Jehovah looks on the heart” (1 Sam. 
16:7); if we treasure up God’s word in our heart (Psa. 119:11) 
and allow Christ to make His home in our heart (Eph. 3:16-17), 
He will become the good treasure of our heart, and out of the 
abundance of our heart we can dispense Him as this wonder-
ful, good treasure into others (Luke 6:44-45).

III. After Israel dealt with their sin, the sin of Achan (Josh. 7:11-12, 
20-21), they were victorious over Ai (8:1-35), but then there 
is a record of how the children of Israel were deceived by the 
Gibeonites (9:1-27):
A. The Gibeonites were Hivites (vv. 3, 7; 11:18-19)—one of the 

nations in the land of Canaan that had to be exterminated by 
Israel because they were devilish and mingled with demons 
(Deut. 7:2; 9:4-5; 18:9-14); the inhabitants of Gibeon deceived 
Israel with their craftiness (Josh. 9:3-14).

B. Because they had heard of Israel’s defeating both Jericho and 
Ai, they wanted to make peace and a covenant with Israel so that 
Israel would let them live; they went out as though they were 
envoys and pretended to have come from afar; they went to Joshua 
at the camp of Gilgal and said to him and to the men of Israel, 
“From a faraway land we have come…We will be your servants; 
make then a covenant with us” (vv. 6, 11).

C. Joshua 9:14 is a very powerful portion of the Scriptures that 
shows us why the children of Israel were deceived by the Gibeon-
ites—“they did not ask for the counsel of Jehovah”; thus, Joshua 
made peace with them and made a covenant with them to let 
them live (v. 15):
1. The children of Israel were deceived because they were like 

a wife who forgot her husband; the entire Bible is a divine 
romance, a record of how God courts His chosen people and 
eventually marries them (Gen. 2:21-24; S. S. 1:2-4; Isa. 54:5; 
62:5; Jer. 2:2; 3:1, 14; 31:32; Ezek. 16:8; 23:5; Hosea 2:7, 19; 
Matt. 9:15; John 3:29; 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:25-32; Rev. 19:7; 
21:2, 9-10; 22:17a).

2. The Bible shows us that we, as God’s elect, are His wife and 
that between Him and us there must be a marriage union of 
mutual love; the universe, therefore, is a wed ding place, the 
place where the Husband, the processed and consummated 
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Triune God, is being joined in marriage to the redeemed, 
regenerated, sanctified, renewed, transformed, and glorified 
tripartite man; eventually, the Bible ends with the New Jeru-
salem as the ultimate consummation of God’s elect in the new 
heaven and new earth, as the universal wife for eternity— 
21:9-10; 22:17a.

3. A wife should never leave her husband; rather, she should 
always rely upon him and be one with him; when the Gibeon-
ites came to Israel, as the wife Israel should have gone to her 
Husband and checked with Him about what to do—Josh. 9:14.

4. As believers who love the Lord and aspire to be the constit-
uents of His overcoming bride, we should consult God related 
to every problem that we encounter; we need to bring every 
matter to the Lord and to consider, examine, and determine 
things before Him and in fellowship with Him:
a. In this respect, every believer needs to be weak to the 

extent that he does not have his own ideas, make his own 
decisions, or take any action related to what he encounters 
without contacting the Lord and consulting with Him, 
allowing Him to make the decisions; this is the sweet est 
living of a Christian—2 Cor. 12:9-10.

b. We have no alternative but to fellowship with God in all 
things, discuss all things with Him, and allow Him to 
han dle all things, speak in all things, and make every deci-
sion; it is glorious for a Christian to be dependent on an-
other One—God—at every moment and in every matter—
Phil. 4:6-7; Prov. 3:5-6; Jer. 17:7-8; 2 Cor. 1:8-9; Psa. 62:8; 
Psa. 102, title and v. 7.

5. If God leads you to take a way that you do not know, “this forces 
you to have hun dreds and thousands of conversations with 
Him, resulting in a journey that is an everlasting memorial 
between you and Him”—The Collected Works of Watchman 
Nee, vol. 7, p. 1144.

6. The result of Israel’s not seeking the counsel of her Husband 
was that this independent and individualistic wife was de-
ceived, and she had no protection, no safeguard; from this 
record in the Scriptures, we need to learn that, as the Lord’s 
wife, we should co-live with Him, always relying on Him and 
being one with Him all the time; this is the intrinsic signifi-
cance of Joshua 9.
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