
INTRODUCTORY FELLOWSHIP FOR MESSAGE FOUR  
OF THE 2023 SPRING FULL-TIME TRAINING— 

“THE INTRINSIC SIGNIFICANCE AND REVELATION OF CHRIST 
AS THE PROPITIATION PLACE—THE REALITY OF THE EXPIATION COVER” 

 
 

After man’s fall God closed the way to the tree of life by means of three items (Gen. 3:24)—
the sword, the flame, and the cherubim; the sword for killing indicates God’s righteousness 
(cf. Lam. 3:42-43; Rom. 2:5), the flame signifies God’s holiness (Deut. 4:24; 9:3; Heb. 12:29),  
and the cherubim signify God’s glory (cf. Ezek. 9:3; 10:4; Heb. 9:5); these attributes of God 
placed requirements on sinful man. As sinners, we all have broken God’s righteous law, 
offended God’s holy being, and are short of God’s glory. Since sinful man was unable to meet 
these requirements (Rom. 3:10-18, 23), he was not permitted to contact God as the tree of 
life, until Christ fulfilled these requirements by His all-inclusive death on the cross to open 
a new and living way for us to enter the Holy of Holies and partake of the tree of life (Heb. 
10:19-20; Rev. 22:14). 
 
Christ came and died on the cross to satisfy the requirements of God’s righteousness, holi-
ness, and glory. He was resurrected and is now our righteousness, holiness, and glory (1 Cor. 
1:30). Thus, the very attributes of God that closed the way to the tree of life are now ours 
through our enjoyment of Christ as the tree of life. 
 

THE BOOK OF ROMANS SHOWING US THE FOLLOWING MAJOR POINTS 
 
The basic thought of Romans is that God is making sons of God out of sinners through His 
judicial redemption and organic salvation to build up the Body of Christ through the blend-
ing life of the entire Body of Christ realized in the local churches. 
 
(1) God’s righteousness (Christ) has been accounted to us through the redeeming death of 
Christ (3:25). 
 
(2) God’s holiness is being worked into us through Christ’s living in us. Day by day the 
divine nature is being infused into us to make us holy dispositionally (6:19, 22-23). 
 
(3) We will eventually be glorified with God’s glory (8:30). Everyone who believes in the Lord 
Jesus will eventually become a glorified son of God, bearing the righteousness of God out-
wardly, being saturated with the holiness of God inwardly, and shining in the realm of His 
full glory as one of His sons. The day of our glorification will be the revelation of the sons of 
God (v. 19). At that time, we will enter into the freedom of the glory of the children of God 
(v. 21). This will be God’s full salvation. 
 
(4) At this point, we are brought fully into the heart of God, the eternal love of God (vv. 35, 
39, cf. v. 28), which is God Himself (1 John 4:8, 16). From eternity past, God loved us (Jer. 
31:3), and He still loves us today (Rom. 5:5). His heart, His love, is our security and our 
safeguard. 
 
(5) Praise Him for the righteousness of God, the holiness of God, the glory of God, and the 
love of God! This is the structure of the first eight chapters of Romans. 



 
 

ROMANS 3:25 REVEALING CHRIST 
AS THE REALITY OF THE PROPITIATION PLACE 

This verse says concerning Christ, “Whom God set forth as a propitiation place through 
faith in His blood.” 
 
**Propitiation refers to the appeasing of a situation between two parties, one of which has 
wronged the other, has become indebted to the other, and must act to satisfy the demands 
of the other; propitiation means to appease God for us, to conciliate God by satisfying His 
righteous requirements.** 
 
(1) God spent six days in the creation and restoration of the heavens and the earth, but He 
began in eternity past to make the preparation for the setting forth of Christ as the 
propitiation cover. Micah 5:2 says, “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, / So little to be 
among the thousands of Judah, / From you there will come forth to Me / He who is to be 
Ruler in Israel; / And His goings forth are from ancient times, / From the days of eternity.” 
 
(2) God began to set forth Christ as the propitiation place at the time that darkness came 
over the whole land during His crucifixion, when He offered Himself as the unique sacrifice 
for sin, the reality of the sin offering (Luke 23:44; Heb. 9:26). Then on the third day God 
resurrected Him; this resurrection was also a part of the process of God’s setting forth of 
Christ. After the Lord’s resurrection God received Christ into the heavens and placed Him 
at His right hand. This receiving and placing are also a part of the setting forth. God set 
forth Christ through the entire process of His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension to sit 
at His right hand. This setting forth makes Christ Himself the very propitiation. Now by 
Christ as the propitiation, the righteousness of God can be applied to us. 
 
(3) The Ark of the Testimony as the center and content of the tabernacle signifies Christ, 
the God-man, as the center and the content of the church as God’s tabernacle, God’s house. 
As the first item of the furniture of the tabernacle, the Ark occupies the place of 
preeminence. 
 
(4) The most crucial part of the Ark of the Testimony was the propitiation place, typified in 
Exodus 25:17 by the sin-covering lid of the Ark. This propitiation place is typified by the 
expiation cover above the Ark in the tabernacle; this expiation cover of pure gold signifies 
the topmost part of Christ. 
 
(5) All contact with God was governed by a threefold requirement of God’s righteousness, 
holiness, and glory. Whenever the high priest came to contact God, he met the requirement of 
God’s righteousness (embodied in the tablets of the law within the Ark), the requirement 
of God’s holiness (indicated by the location of the Ark—the Holy of Holies), and the require-
ment of God’s glory (signified by the cherubim overarching the Ark). 
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Outline of 
the Messages for the Full-time Training 

in the Spring Term of 2023 

------------------------------------------ 

GENERAL SUBJECT: 
THE CRUCIAL POINTS OF THE TRUTH IN PAUL’S EPISTLES 

Message Four 

The Intrinsic Significance and Revelation  
of Christ as the Propitiation Place—the Reality of the Expiation Cover 

Scripture Reading: Rom. 3:25; Exo. 25:16-22; 37:6-9; Lev. 16:14-15, 29-30; Heb. 4:16; 9:5 

I. The expiation cover (Exo. 25:11, 16-22; 37:6-9), the propitiation place, was the sin-
covering lid on the Ark; Romans 3:25 says that Christ is our propitiation place: 

A. In the Old Testament, the expiation cover, the lid of the Ark, as a type, was hidden in 
the Holy of Holies; in the New Testament, Christ as the propitiation place, the reality of 
the expiation cover, is openly set forth before all men—Rom. 3:25. 

B. The Ark was the place where God met with His people; in the Ark was the law of the 
Ten Commandments, which by its holy and righteous requirement exposed and con-
demned the sins of the people who came to contact God; however, by the lid of the Ark, 
with the expiating blood sprinkled on it on the Day of Expiation, the entire situation on 
the sinner’s side was fully covered—Lev. 16:14-16. 

C. Therefore, upon this sin-covering lid God could meet with the people who broke His 
righteous law, and He could do this without, governmentally, any contradiction to His 
righteousness, even under the observing of the cherubim that bore His glory and over-
shadowed the lid of the Ark—Exo. 25:22. 

D. Thus, the problem between man and God was appeased, enabling God to forgive and be 
merciful to man and thereby to give His grace to man. 

E. This is a prefigure of Christ as the Lamb of God taking away the sin that caused man 
to have a problem with God, thus satisfying all the requirements of God’s holiness, 
righteousness, and glory and appeasing the relationship between man and God. 

F. Hence, God could pass over the people’s sins that had previously occurred; and, in order 
to show forth His righteousness, He had to do this; this is what Romans 3:25 refers to. 

G. The Hebrew word for the lid of the Ark is kapporeth, from a root meaning “to cover”; in 
the Septuagint this word is translated “hilasterion,” which means “the place of pro-
pitiation” (implying to forgive and to give mercy—the word rendered “propitious” in 
Hebrews 8:12 is the root of hilasterion, and the word rendered “propitiated” in Luke 
18:13 is derived from this root). 

H. The King James Version adopts the rendering “mercy seat,” referring to the place where 
God grants mercy to man; in Hebrews 9:5 Paul used the word hilasterion for the lid of 
the Ark; in Romans 3:25, the same word, hilasterion, is used to show that the lid of the 
Ark signifies Christ as the propitiation place set forth by God. 

I. In addition to hilasterion, two other words derived from the same Greek word as 
hilasterion are used in the New Testament to show how Christ took away man’s sin to 
appease the relationship between man and God: 



1. One is hilaskomai (Heb. 2:17), which means “to propitiate,” that is, “to appease,” to 
reconcile one by satisfying the other’s demand; Christ has reconciled us to God by 
satisfying God’s demands on us. 

2. The other is hilasmos (1 John 2:2; 4:10), which means “that which propitiates,” that 
is, a propitiatory sacrifice. 

J. Christ made propitiation for our sins (Heb. 2:17); hence, He has become that which 
propitiates, the propitiatory sacrifice, between us and God (1 John 2:2; 4:10), and He 
has also become the place, as typified by the lid of the Ark (Heb. 9:5), where we enjoy 
propitiation before God and where God gives grace to us. 

K. Therefore, Christ is the One who propitiates, He is the propitiatory sacrifice, and He is 
the propitiatory cover, the place where God and His redeemed people meet together—
Exo. 25:21-22. 

II. The expiation cover, the place of propitiation, signifies Christ as the cover of 
God’s righteous law and also the place where God speaks to His redeemed people 
in grace; hence, the place of propitiation equals God’s throne of grace; this throne 
of grace, the place where God gives us grace, is actually the shepherding Christ 
Himself who is enthroned between the cherubim and dwells in our spirit—Heb. 
4:16; Psa. 80:1; Exo. 25:22: 

A. The pure gold of which the cover was made signifies Christ’s pure divine nature. 
B. The size of the expiation cover signifies a testimony—v. 17. 

III. “You shall make two cherubim of gold; of beaten work you shall make them, at 
the two ends of the expiation cover”—v. 18: 

A. The cherubim signify God’s glory (Ezek. 10:18; Heb. 9:5); thus, the cherubim on the 
expiation cover indicate that Christ expresses God’s glory (cf. John 1:14). 

B. That the cherubim were made of beaten work indicates that Christ’s expressing of the 
divine glory was through sufferings—cf. Heb. 2:9-10; Rom. 8:17-18. 

IV. “Make one cherub at one end and one cherub at the other end; of one piece with 
the expiation cover you shall make the cherubim on its two ends”—Exo. 25:19: 

A. That the two cherubim were one piece with the expiation cover indicates that God’s 
glory shines out from Christ and upon Christ as the expiation cover to be a testimony—
cf. John 1:14; 2 Cor. 4:4, 6. 

B. The form, size, and weight of the cherubim are not given, indicating that the glory of 
Christ’s shining is immeasurable and mysterious—cf. John 3:34. 

V. “The cherubim shall spread out their wings above the cover, covering the expia-
tion cover with their wings, with their faces toward one another; the faces of the 
cherubim shall be toward the expiation cover”—Exo. 25:20: 

A. That the wings of the cherubim covered the expiation cover indicates that God’s glory is 
expressed in Christ to be a full testimony—Heb. 1:3a; Eph. 3:21 and footnote 4. 

B. The faces of the cherubim were toward each other and toward the cover, signifying that 
God’s glory watches over and observes what Christ has done. 

VI. “You shall put the expiation cover upon the Ark above it, and into the Ark you 
shall put the Testimony that I will give you”—Exo. 25:21: 

A. That the cherubim and the expiation cover were made of pure gold (vv. 17-18) signifies 
that the shining of Christ as the effulgence of God’s glory (Heb. 1:3a) is divine. 

B. That the expiation cover of gold was put on top of the Ark of acacia wood (Exo. 25:10) 
signifies that Christ’s humanity, not His divinity, is the base for Him to express the glory 
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of His divine nature; acacia wood signifies Christ’s human nature, strong in character 
and high in standard. 

VII. “There I will meet with you, and I will speak with you from above the expiation 
cover, from between the two cherubim which are upon the Ark of the Testimony, 
of everything which I will give you in commandment to the children of Israel”—
v. 22; cf. Psa. 80:1: 

A. That God met with His people and spoke to them from above the expiation cover and 
between the cherubim signifies that God meets with us and speaks to us in the propi-
tiating Christ and in the glory expressed in the propitiating Christ as His testimony—
cf. 2 Cor. 3:8-11, 18: 
1. The glory in which God meets with us and in which He speaks to us is the immeas-

urable and unexplainable shining of Christ. 
2. The place of propitiation, the expiation cover, with the cherubim is nothing less than 

our dear Lord Jesus Himself; whenever God meets with us and speaks with us, this 
precious Christ is present; actually, it is in this shining Christ that God meets with 
us and speaks with us. 

3. It is important to see that propitiation is not only an act; it is also Christ Himself as 
a place; according to Romans 3:25, God set forth Christ Himself, the person, as a 
propitiation place; it is upon this person that God can meet with us and we can meet 
with God. 

4. The propitiatory blood sprinkled upon the expiation cover, the propitiation cover 
(Lev. 16:14-15), satisfies the requirements of God’s righteous law under the cover and 
God’s holy nature and shining glory above the cover and thus gives peace to man’s 
conscience. 

B. Thus, the expiation cover with the blood of the sacrifices sprinkled on it on the Day of 
Expiation (vv. 14-15, 29-30) portrays the redeeming Christ in His humanity (with His 
judicial redemption) and the shining Christ in His divinity (with His organic salvation) 
as the place where fallen sinners can meet with the righteous, holy, and glorious God 
and hear His word, thereby being infused with God as grace and receiving vision, 
revelation, and instruction from Him to control their daily life (Prov. 29:18): 
1. When God comes to us in the glory of Christ, He does not see the requirements of 

His righteous law, and He does not see our sins; instead, He sees the redeeming 
blood on the expiation cover. 

2. Christ’s humanity is for redeeming, and His divinity is for shining; the cherubim on 
the expiation cover signify Christ’s shining with His divinity, and the blood sprinkled 
on the cover signifies His humanity for redeeming; now we and God can meet to-
gether and talk together in the redeeming and shining Christ. 

3. Upon the expiatory cover and in the midst of the shining of His glory, we can hear 
God’s voice and learn the desire of His heart. 

4. Furthermore, the more time we spend with the Lord with the realization of His 
precious blood and shining glory, the more He infuses Himself into us; living Christ 
is the spontaneous issue of being infused with Him—cf. 2 Cor. 3:18; Phil. 1:19-21a. 

C. To be a Christian who receives God’s infusion in the Holy of Holies and walks according 
to it is to be a Christian in the most wonderful sense of all; it is to be a Christian in the 
Lord’s ultimate recovery that will terminate this age, usher in the age of the kingdom, 
and ultimately issue in the New Jerusalem. 


