THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
AND GOD’S DISPENSING FOR GOD’S ECONOMY

(Saturday—First Morning Session)

Message Four

The Measure of God’s Rule
and
Ministry on Spiritual Warfare

Scripture Reading: 2 Cor. 10:12-15; Eph. 2:6; 6:10-12

I. “We will not boast beyond our measure but according to the measure of
the rule which the God of measure has apportioned to us”—2 Cor. 10:13:

A.

The apostle Paul was bold, but he was not bold without limit; this shows that he

was under the restriction of the Lord:

1. Paul’s boasting was according to the measure of the rule which the God of
measure, the ruling God, had apportioned to him.

2. His ministry to the Gentile world, including Corinth, was according to the
measure of God (Eph. 3:1-2, 8; Gal. 2:8); hence, his boast was within this limit.

The word rule in 2 Corinthians 10:13 literally means “a measuring rod,” like the

rule of a carpenter:

1. The word measure in verse 13 indicates being ruled by God; God has allotted
us just so much for our work and experience.

2. There is One who is ruling and measuring—the God of measure, the God
who rules; therefore, we must stay within the limits of God’s ruling, of God’s
measuring.

From 2 Corinthians 10:13-15, we can see that although we expect the Lord’s

work to spread, we must learn how to be under God’s restriction:

1. We should not expect a spread that is without measure; that kind of spread
would certainly not be within the limit of a walk according to the Spirit—
Rom. 8:4-5, 14.

2. From experience we can testify that if we spread the work according to the
Spirit, there will always be a limit:

a. Inwardly, we do not have the peace to spread the work beyond a certain
point.

b. Outwardly, the environment does not allow us to go beyond a particular
boundary line.

Paul had to learn to take the Lord’s restriction:

1. Paul wanted to go to Rome, but he did not expect to go there in bonds—Acts
26:29.

2. Paul told the believers in Rome that he expected to go to Spain by way of them
(Rom. 15:24), but he never went to Spain.

3. Paul was willing to be subject to God’s measuring; his bonds and imprison-
ment were God’s sovereign restriction.



E. Based on the principle of God’s measuring, Paul told the Corinthians that what-
ever he did and spoke was not beyond his measure; Paul always acted and
behaved within his measure—1 Cor. 2:1-5, 12-13.

F. The apostles always moved according to God’s ruling; whatever God measured
out to them became their jurisdiction.

G. In the church service we need to realize that God has measured out only a
certain amount to us, and we should not extend ourselves beyond our measure;
we need to know our limitations—2 Cor. 10:12, 14.

H. Like Paul, we should move and act according to how much God has measured to
us—v. 13.

II. As we live with Christ in His ascension as a new creation in resurrection,
we engage in spiritual warfare for the kingdom of God—S. S. 4:8; 6:4, 10;
Eph. 2:6; 6:10-12:

A. In ascension we look with Christ “from the lions’ dens, / From the leopards’ moun-
tains”—S. S. 4:8b:

1. The lions’ dens and the leopards’ mountains signify the heavenlies, where
Satan and his subordinates are.

2. The victory has been gained, but Satan and his evil forces are still in the
heavenlies; we must have our living in ascension, far above the evil powers—
Eph. 3:10; 6:12.

3. Here we fight with Satan and his power of darkness by being empowered in
the Lord and in the might of His strength, and by putting on the whole armor
of God (vv. 12-20); this is the reality of living in the ascension of Christ.

B. Spiritual warfare is necessary because Satan’s will is set against God’s will; our

fighting is to subdue the satanic will and defeat God’s enemy—Matt. 6:10:

1. We need to understand what the will of the Lord is—Eph. 5:17; Col. 1:9.

2. God’s will is what He wants and what He intends to accomplish—Eph. 1:5,

9, 11:
a. God has an eternal will, which is the source of His eternal purpose—v. 11;
3:11.

b. Since God is eternal, without beginning or ending, His will is also eternal;
it lies at the heart of the origin of the universe—Rev. 4:11.

c¢. God created all things for His will so that He might accomplish and fulfill
His purpose—Eph. 3:11.

d. The will of God is concentrated in Christ and is for Christ to have the
first place in all things; Christ is everything in God’s eternal will—Col.
1:15-18; 3:4, 10-11.

e. God wants to have Christ with the church; the will of God is to obtain the
church as the Body of Christ—Eph. 5:32; 1:9, 22-23; 2:21-22; 4:16.

C. In order to engage in spiritual warfare, we must maintain the position of ascen-
sion—S. S. 4:8; Eph. 2:6:
1. The spiritual warfare mentioned in Ephesians 6:10-12 is based upon the posi-

tion of ascension in 2:6.



III.

2.

The position of ascension causes us to be victorious in battle because only
in the position of ascension can we have heavenly authority and pray with
authority to deal with God’s enemy.

Spiritual warfare is based on the victory of Christ; through death the Lord Jesus

destroyed the devil, bringing him to nothing—Matt. 27:51-54; Heb. 2:14.
E. We engage in spiritual warfare to conquer the satanic chaos and triumph in the
divine economy—Eph. 1:10:

1.

3.

The history of the universe is a history of God’s economy and Satan’s chaos—

Gen. 1:1-2, 26; Rev. 20:10—21:4:

a. Satan is the source of chaos, and God Himself is the divine economy.

b. Both in the Bible and in our experience, the satanic chaos always goes
along with the divine economy—2 Cor. 4:6; 1 Tim. 1:4.

Instead of delivering us from chaos, God wants us to be one with Him to

conquer the destructive satanic chaos in the old creation and to carry out the

constructive divine economy for the new creation—Eph. 3:8-10; 2 Cor. 5:17.

As we are suffering the chaos, we need to stand for and live out the divine

economy—1 Tim. 1:4, 18; 2 Tim. 4:7.

F. We need to engage in spiritual warfare for the divine building, the church as the
Body of Christ; the building up of the church is a service of warfare—Matt. 16:18;
Num. 4:3; 26:2; Neh. 4:14-23; 1 Tim. 1:18; 6:12; 2 Tim. 4:7.

G. The purpose of spiritual warfare is to bring in the kingdom of God—Rev. 12:10:

1.

2.

3.

Spiritual warfare is the warfare between the kingdom of God and the king-
dom of Satan—Matt. 12:26, 28-29.

The kingdom of God is the exercise of the divine will and the overthrowing
of the power of Satan by the power of God—6:10; 12:28.

The work of the church is to bring in the kingdom of God, and through prayer
the church must release the power of the kingdom of God upon the earth—
16:18-19; 6:9-10, 13; 18:19; Rev. 11:15.

On the day of His wedding, Christ will marry those who have been fighting
the battle against God’s enemy for years; that is, Christ will marry the over-
comers, who have already overcome the evil one—19:7-9, 11-16:

A. When Christ comes to fight against Antichrist and his army, He will come as the
Son of Man, and as the Son of Man, He will need a counterpart to match Him
and complete Him; this counterpart will be His bride—14:14; 19:7-9.

B. The overcomers who constitute the bride of Christ fight the battle against all
the enemies of God and defeat them—2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21:

1.

The overcomers engage in the warfare of life against death and reign in life
over death—Matt. 16:18; John 5:24; 1 Tim. 6:19; 2 Tim. 1:10; 1 John 3:14; Rom.
5:17, 21.

The overcomers conquer the destructive chaos and triumph in the construc-
tive divine economy; instead of being delivered out of the present chaos, they
conquer the chaos by the processed and consummated Triune God as the all-
sufficient grace—2 Tim. 1:9, 15; 2:1, 17-18; 4:22.
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