
Message Eight 

 Taking Christ as Our Trespass Offering for God’s Purpose  

Scripture Reading: Lev. 5:1-4, 6-8, 11, 15-16; 1 John 1:7-9; Acts 24:16; Psa. 51:2  

I. The trespass offering signifies Christ as our offering resolving the problem 
of sins in our conduct—1 Pet. 2:24; Isa. 53:5-6, 10-11; cf. Matt. 27:38; Luke 
23:42-43: 

A. Taking Christ as our trespass offering with the confession of our sins in the 
divine light is the way to drink Christ as the living water for us to become the 
New Jerusalem—John 4:14-18. 

B. Taking Christ as our trespass offering with the confession of our sins is the way 
to keep ourselves in the fellowship of life for our growth in life unto the matur-
ity in life—1 John 1:2-3, 5-9; Acts 24:16. 

C. Taking Christ as our trespass offering to receive the forgiveness of sins issues 
in our fearing God and loving God—Psa. 130:4; Luke 7:47-50. 

D. Ministering Christ as the sin-dealing life to the saints kills the germs, destroys 
the problems, and maintains the oneness of the Spirit—John 8:1-11; 1 John 5:16; 
Rom. 2:4b; Lev. 10:17; Gal. 6:1. 

II. In taking Christ as our trespass offering, we need to make a thorough con-
fession of all our shortcomings, weaknesses, wrongdoings, and sinfulness 
in order to have a conscience without offense toward God and men—Acts 
24:16; Psa. 51:2: 

A. Since God knows the record of our sinful doings, it is best for us to ask Him to 
rid us of that record by confessing—1 John 1:7, 9. 

B. After such a thorough and fine confession, we will be filled with the Spirit essen-
tially and economically to make us buoyant and bold in our God to speak the 
gospel of God—cf. Num. 21:16-18; 1 Thes. 2:2, 4. 

III. The trespass offering eventually becomes the sin offering, signifying that 
Christ’s redemption for our sin resolves the problem of sin in its two as-
pects: sin in our inward nature and sins in our outward conduct—Lev. 5:6-8, 
11-12; John 1:29. 

IV. Two turtledoves or two young pigeons, one for a sin offering and the other 
for a burnt offering, form a trespass offering, signifying that the source of 
every trespass is the sin that is in our flesh, and the reason for every tres-
pass is our not living absolutely for God—Lev. 5:7. 

V. Leviticus 5 speaks of four particular items that need the trespass offering so 
that God’s people can live a holy, clean, and rejoicing life for them to be 
incorporated with the Triune God for His glory—vv. 1-4: 

A. To fail to testify to the truth concerning what we know is to be dishonest and 
unfaithful, unlike our God, who is faithful and honest; this actually deals with 
lying, which involves Satan, the father of lies—v. 1; John 8:44.  

B. To touch the uncleanness of spiritual death is the most serious thing in the 
eyes of God—Lev. 5:2: 



1. If we are to live a holy life separated from death, we need to exercise care 
concerning our contact with people—ch. 11; Acts 10:9b-15, 27-29: 
a. Animals that divide the hoof and chew the cud signify persons who have 

discernment in their activities and who receive the word of God with much 
reconsideration—Lev. 11:2-3. 

b. Aquatic animals that have fins and scales signify persons who can move 
and act freely in the world, simultaneously resisting its influence—v. 9. 

c. Birds that have wings for flying and that eat seeds of life as their food 
supply signify persons who can live and move in a life that is away from 
and above the world and who take the things of life as their supply of 
life—cf. vv. 13-19. 

d. Insects that have wings and jointed legs above their feet for leaping on 
the ground signify persons who can live and move in a life that is above 
the world and who can keep themselves from the world—vv. 21-22. 

2. The carcasses of the animals in Leviticus 5:2 refer to three different kinds of 
spiritual death that may spread among God’s people in the church life: beasts 
signify wild death, cattle signify mild death, and creeping things signify subtle 
death—Rom. 14:15, 20; 16:17: 
a. Regardless of its kind, death is unclean, filthy, and defiling; death is the 

most hateful thing in the eyes of God—cf. 1 Cor. 15:26. 
b. According to the typology in the Old Testament, death is more defiling 

than sin (see footnote 2 on Lev. 11:31). 
3. We need to be Nazarites who are separated from death and filled with life, 

“anti-death”—Num. 6:6-8; Rom. 8:6.  
C. The uncleanness of man signifies that everything that is discharged from the 

natural man and the natural life, whether good or bad, is unclean—Lev. 5:3; cf. 
Matt. 15:17-20; 16:21-25. 

D. To speak rashly before God, expressing our opinion in a hasty, careless, and reck-
less way, indicates that we do not live for God and do not fear God—Lev. 5:4; cf. 
Matt. 17:24-27; John 7:3-8. 

VI. In Leviticus 5:11 fine flour, signifying the humanity of Jesus, is used for 
a sin offering, signifying that we commit sins because we are short of the 
humanity of Jesus: 

A. This indicates that we commit sins not only because we have sin in our nature 
and not only because we are not absolute for God but also because we do not have 
the humanity of Jesus; in His humanity Jesus has no sin in Him and is absolute 
for God. 

B. The tenth part of an ephah of fine flour offered for a sin offering signifies that only 
a small portion of the humanity of Jesus is needed to kill the negative things 
within us and to supply our need. 

VII. Making restitution and adding to it one-fifth more signifies that the one 
who offers the trespass offering should be righteous in material things ac-
cording to the divine scale, standard, and measurement—vv. 15-16; cf. Luke 
19:8. 
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VIII. “David begot Solomon of her who had been the wife of Uriah”—Matt. 1:6: 

A. Psalm 51 was composed after David’s great sin in murdering Uriah and robbing 
him of his wife and then being rebuked by Nathan: 
1. “Against You and You alone have I sinned, / And I have done what is evil in 

Your sight”—v. 4. 
2. “Hide Your face from my sins, / And blot out all my iniquities”—v. 9. 
3. “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; / A broken and a contrite heart, 

O God, You will not despise”—v. 17. 
4. “Do good in Your good pleasure unto Zion; / Build the walls of Jerusalem”—

v. 18. 
B. The issue of the “marriage” of David’s transgression and repentance with God’s 

forgiveness was Solomon (“peaceful”), the one who built the temple of God—
2 Sam. 7:12-14a; 2 Chron. 3:1: 
1. The church is always built up by this kind of person—a Solomon—one who is 

the issue of man’s transgression and repentance plus God’s forgiveness. 
2. When we experience the marriage of our transgression and repentance with 

God’s forgiveness, we become very useful in the building up of the church. 



FIVE KINDS OF FORGIVENESS 

I. There is eternal forgiveness—this relates to life: 

A. The forgiveness that comes with our salvation is eternal forgiveness. 
B. Once we are forgiven, we are forgiven forever; we receive eternal life forever, and we are 

justified forever—Luke 24:47; Rom. 4:7-8; Psa. 103:12. 
C. The moment we believe into the Lord Jesus, we are forgiven of all our sins; the Lord re-

moves all our sins, and we are left with no trace of sin before God—Heb. 8:12; Acts 
10:43. 

II. There is instrumental forgiveness—this relates to the church: 

A. In sending the Holy Spirit to His church, the Lord charged the church to be His repre-
sentative on the earth; forgiveness is now granted through the church—John 20:22-23. 

B. Instrumental forgiveness is God’s proclamation of forgiveness through man; if a person 
is newly saved but does not know the meaning of forgiveness, it is good for a represen-
tative of the church to stand up and say to him, “You have accepted the Lord today; you 
can thank Him because He has forgiven you of your sins!” 

III. There is restorative forgiveness—this relates to fellowship: 

A. When we sin in our daily life, our conscience condemns us, and our fellowship with God 
is interrupted—Acts 24:16; 1 Tim. 1:5; 2 Tim. 1:3, 9. 

B. Our Father-son relationship with God in life can never be changed, but sin can damage 
our fellowship with God; we have to confess our sins and offenses to God before we can 
secure our forgiveness in fellowship—1 John 1:7, 9; 2:1-2. 

C. If we have offended our brothers, we must confess to them as well—Matt. 5:23-24. 
D. We have to maintain ourselves in constant fellowship with God; when we come to God, 

we have to acknowledge our sinful acts honestly and ask Him for forgiveness; if we do 
this, our fellowship with God will be restored, and our heart will be filled with the joy of 
salvation—Psa. 51:12; Prov. 15:13a; 17:22a; 15:15b. 

E. The secret of the Christian life is maintaining ourselves in constant fellowship with God; 
if we fail, we must ask God for forgiveness, and we must recover the sweet fellowship that 
we had with God—1 John 1:9. 

IV. There is governmental forgiveness—this relates to discipline: 

A. This kind of forgiveness involves God’s arrangement, sovereignty, discipline, and hand; 
God’s government is His way of doing things; it is His administration. 

B. God’s governmental forgiveness is related to the way that God manages, rules over, and 
deals with us—Gal. 6:7. 

C. When we sin against God, He will forgive us when we confess our sins to Him; our fellow-
ship with Him can be restored, but He may change His way with us. 

D. David confessed his sins and admitted his guilt in order to be forgiven by God (2 Sam. 
12:13; Psa. 51), but God would cause the son born to Uriah’s wife to die and the sword 
to not depart from David’s house (2 Sam. 12:7-15). 

E. When we are under God’s governmental discipline, the only thing that we can do is learn 
to humble ourselves under His mighty hand (1 Pet. 5:5-7); the more we reject God’s govern-
mental hand, the more problems we will encounter. 

F. After Moses struck the rock in Meribah (Num. 20:10-12, 24; 27:14), he fell under God’s 
governmental hand: 
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1. In being angry when God was not angry, Moses did not represent God rightly in His 
holy nature, and in striking the rock twice, he did not keep God’s word in His economy; 
thus, Moses offended both God’s holy nature and His divine economy. 

2. Because of this, even though he was intimate with God and may be considered a com-
panion of God (Exo. 33:11), Moses lost the right to enter into the good land. 

3. In all that we say and do concerning God’s people, our attitude must be according to 
God’s holy nature, and our actions must be according to His divine economy; this is 
to sanctify Him. 

G. We must learn to be generous to others and learn always to forgive; if we criticize others 
lightly, condemn others easily, keep complaining about the conduct of others, and continue 
to count the ill-treatment we receive from them, this will bring us under God’s govern-
mental hand; if we are severe toward others, God will also be severe toward us—Matt. 
6:15; 18:23-35: 
1. We have to learn to fear God, to revere God, to respect God, to honor God, to be in 

awe of God—Psa. 2:11-12; 86:11; 2 Cor. 5:10-11; Isa. 11:2. 
2. When others are in trouble, it is the time for us to help them, not the time for us to 

criticize them—cf. Gen. 14:14-16. 
3. There are many brothers who have fallen miserably today for one reason only—they 

have criticized others too severely in the past; many of their weaknesses today are 
the very weaknesses that they criticized in the past. 

4. We must be generous toward others if we want to avoid God’s governmental hand; 
may we learn to love and forbear one another—Eph. 4:32. 

V. There is kingdom forgiveness—this relates to administration: 

A. If we treat people too harshly or have an unforgiving spirit in this age, we will be dis-
ciplined in the kingdom age—Luke 6:38; Matt. 18:33-35. 

B. If we treat others in a mean way and criticize others mercilessly, God will deal with us 
in the same way in the future—7:1-2. 

C. May the Lord grant us the grace to be those who show mercy to others and who do not 
deal with others in meanness, sharpness, or severity, so that we can obtain mercy from 
God in that day—5:7; cf. 2 Tim. 1:16, 18. 
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